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THE 
eAnuthors Preface to the Reader, 


Chriſtian Reader, | 
MBE Hen theſe ſermons were firſt preached in the ords 

Bb or courſe of my miniſtry on going forward on the book, of 
wa Geneſis, I had no thoughts at that time that they ſhould 

RISE ever have been farther publiſhed in this way that now thou 
ſeeft, But ſundry Godly Chriflians & Brethren haymg heard thems 
delivered in preaching, and thinkmg they might afterwards alſo bee 
uſefull for the benefit of themſelves and their familyes if they might 
enjoy them printed, which they did very much deſire, they therefore 
Came to mee with a ſerious & ſolemn requeſt that I would further and 
frelfill their earneſt deſires im this thing. Againſt which motion 
though I alledged many oljettions, yes they ſtill commued to deſire as 
formerly. IWrerwpon at the laſt, conſidering with my ſelf that 
God who hath the hearts of all men in his hands might in mooving their 
hearts to ſuch a deſire have ſome farther intent ther for his own glory 
and the good of ſome or other of his ſervants, then 1 at the firft did 
apprehend, or could perceive, 1 therupon began to conſider further of 
the motron: and having peruſed & reviſed jume brief notes which 1 
had by me, of thoſe ſermons, [ imparted to them a Copye therof, yet 
with renuall of my former objeftions againſt printm1, and propoſing 
ro therr conſ. deration whether it might not be beFF to [at'sfie lon feders 
with that writtew copie, and to let the print mg alonc, But their deſires 
continued 45 afore ; and thence it commes to paſs that the ſermons are 
committed to publick view, Which I thus aquaint the Reader with.rll 
partly as fomc excnſe for my ſelf that I would publiſh ſuch plam ſtuff 
& here ts Conteined, mm ſuch 4 knowing and Criticall time as this 3 
for the 1mportunity of requeſt hath compelled me thereto: and partly 
that if any jober and honcjted hearted chriſtian receive any benefit _ 
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hee may know to woom be s indebted for the ſame, even chiefly to the 
Lord as the principal Author of all good, and then wnto thoſe godly 
Chriftians who haye been the inſtraments of bringing tbeſe ſermons to 
be pnblick, which had it not been through their importunuty, had never 
ſeen the light in this way. 
I deny not but ſandry of the things here treated of, viy the 
ce of Faith, Juſtification by faith, and the Imputation of 
Chriſts Righteouſneſs unto juſtification, are mayn and principall 
points of chriſtian religion, and ſuch as that the ignorance of them 
or erroneous apprehentids about them can not but be yery perilous: 
in which reſpect it is the more needfull that the people of God 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed in the belief & love of the truth concerning 
ſuch points as chele are. Andfor this cauſe I the rather yeilded to 
wer7 what here thou ſeeſt, {being ſo imporruned therunto as I 
ve (aid) if I might by the bleſſing of Chriſt afford any little help 
to the end afore mentioned, And ſo much the rather, becauſe 
Saran thar enemy of all truth & father of lyes hath endeyoured not 
only of old bur of late alſo, ro corrupt the mindes of many people 
touching theſe things. =—Heretofore and {till amongft the popiſh 
fort he would perſwade to an opinion of juſtification by works, 
and not by faith only. And now when the perniciouſnels of thar 
Tenent begins to be more generally diſcerned, he labours to under- 
mine the trath another way, inſtfling into the minds of ſome a 
conceit that they may be juſtified not only without their own works 
but alſo withour the grace of faich. And becauſe it would be too 
grols at the firſt ro cry down all uſe of faith which the Spirit of 
God in the holy Scripture doth ſo abundantly urge 8 extoll, and 
that therfore ſuch a conceit at the firſt would hardly take amongit 
them that haye any acquaintance with the Scripture, therfore the 
crafty enemy allowes tor the time that there may be fone ule of 
faith about this marter of juſtification, v7: to know or be aſſured 
by it of juſtification preceding, and that though we are juſtified in- 
deed afore faith, yer wee did not know it afore, but now do know 
ieby faith, A palpable peryerting of the truth of God plainly 
and plenteoully Laid down in his word, eſpecially in Paul: epiſtles 
wherin ER neyer read of knowing by faith that we are juſti- 
fied without faith, or before faith: Sach languape is a ſtranger 
in Gods book, and amongſt the oracle> of God, and far diſcrepant 
rom 
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' from the formof wholſom words . wherin nothing is more fre- 


quent then that we are juſtified by faith. Now to turn this word, 
IVee are juſtified, intothis meaning, wee know that we are juſtified, 
in which ſence it will be hard to find it ſo much as once uſed in 
any place where juſtification by faith is ſpoken of, is a manifeſt 
metamorphoſing of the words of the Holy one, and a wrefting of 
the Scripture (1 fear )unto mens own deſtcution: 2 Het: 3. 16. 


But do you think that Satan will reſt here? Ir is rather tobe 


ſeared, 1f this deluſion takes place a while, this uſe of faith which 
is yet allowed, will be denyed alſo. For fome are already come 
to this to deny that there are any gifts or graces at all in the hearts 


of juſtified perſons, Which it ic were true, then tl ere is no faith 
in them: and if there be no faith, then it is not by faith that men - 
. do know their juſtification ; for bow can they know it by that 


which is not? And v, as now they deny that men are puſtified by 
faith, tv when & where this ot} er deluſion takes place, to deny all 
inherent graces, t}.cre men muſt bold that juſt;fication may not 
only be, but alto be known withour faith, or elſe not be known 
at all. A lamentable & dreadfull iſſue wherat Satan drives, ant 
whereto this opinion tends, it God do not in mercy prevent. 

And becaule this is a time, whecin not cnly theſe but many 
other untound opinions, and ſome of them very pernicicus are 
{cattered abroad, therfore I hepe the godly Reader will bear with 
we, if out of my un'cyned defice of his falvat.un and of the honour 
of Jeſus Chritt and his truth, I thall here propuund tome ſew helps 
tor a chriſtians preſeryation mn che truch from the prevailing power 


of crrour. And let not this be thuught a necdlets buiſinels, nor - 


let any that Ioyeth his own falyation give way to that Conceit to 
tl ink there is no danger in opinions whatever a man ſball hold: for 
thouph all opinions be nut alike danyerous. yer there is none but 
it hath danger in it, e/pecually if it touch the foundation, and fo 
much the more danger by bow much the lets ſuſpeted. If it were 
not ſo, why doth the Holy Ghoſt fo c treo exhort us & command 
us to bewace of being 1cduced & beguiled with errours, and with 
them that teach then;? Aſaih. 7. 15. && 16.6,12, & 244 435» 
Alark 4.24. & 12.38. Eph. 4.14. 1.1.3.2. Col: 2.8, Heb. 
13.9. 21 3. .7. Jude J. 2 jul 2, 1,2, 2 fohng,8,to, In 
which places & many more we are bidden 10 beware of falſe Pre- 
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T_ ES The Pref, Acts 8 
phets, and of their dofirine, to take beed that no man deceive ma, to 
take beed what we hear, and that we be not led away with the erronr of 
the wickgd and with every wind of doitrine, and fall from our owne 
fedfaitneſs, that we contend for the faith, and not believe every ſpirit 
bue try the fpurus whether they are of God, and many ſuch like. 


All which warnings fo frequent and ſo ſerious the Lotd would not 


have given, bur that he knowes erronious opinions are dangerous, 
and we in danger to be beyniled therwith, yea and to have o»r 
ſowles to be ſwbverted by them as the Scripture ſpeaketh. Acts 15, 
24+ For which cauſe alſo it is that Herejies are reckoned up a- 
mongſt Advhkerers, Idolatries, Murthers, Drunkenneſs, and other 
damning works of the fleſh that exclude men out of heaycn G.. 5, 
19,20,21. and are exprelsly called damnable Herefies, and the 
Wayes pernicions wayes 2 Pft.2.1,2, Where then are they 
that think ic no matter what opinions a man do hold, or what 
he is of ia matters of religion, and that no man ſhould 

azich miſliked for ſuch matters which they call conſc.en.c, lo long 

as he is not otherwiſe culpable in his converſatis for ſcandal in pract- 
iſe, fuch as are murthers, whordoms, drunkennels, taceyery & the 


- like? which is as if one ſhould lay, there are ſone works of the 


fleſh which exclude out of heaven, and ſubvert the foul, for whic1 

a man ſhuld not be miſliked though he be known to walk 1n them, 

bar —_—_ the repute & reward of a right good and honeſt man 
= . . w 


Which opinion of the little danger of opinions, as in it ſelf ir is 
very crroaiovs, ſoit is one thing that makes way for other errours 
to be more readily entertained & perſiſted in, Satan baving by this 
means perſwaded the fonns and daughters of men to believe that 
errours haye not much danger in them, & hence they are not much 
afraid of them, Wheras if they did ſtedfaltly believe and {criouſly 
con(ider what the Scripture teacheth,how that by ſuch things mens 
ſouls are ſabyerted, and themſelves in danger to be excluded out of 
Gods Kingdom, and to be deſtroyed, they would then be more 
caucious & confiderate what doQrines they entertain, and the more 
afraid of periſhing iz; erroar: but through want of this conſidera- 
tion, corrupt and pernicious apprehentions do fo greatly abound. 
Otherwiſe, how coulJ it be that men 1h1ull fo catily be brought 
ro deny the Sacred Trinity, the Gudhead of jclus Chritt, the Impu- 
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The Preface : 
tationof his righteouſneſs unto juſtification, the Divine authority 
of the hol Scrpwares, the immorrality of the ſoul, the morality 
of the Sabbarh, {o making all dayes alike, yea to deny not only the 
fourth Commandement, as Papiſts haye donethe {econd, bur allo ro 
deay the whole Law of God to be any Rule of life to a believer, 
holding alſo that God fees no fin in his chuldren, rhat fin hath God 
for the aurhour of it,. that there is no EleRion, bat an univerſal Re- 
" demptionby Chriſt and free will in man,. and that men regenerate 
andjuſtified may fall away, that there are no Churches, miniſtry or 
Ordinances of any neceflary ule in rheſ: dayes to ſome Chriſtians , 
butthat mea may atrain to fuch attainmets as to have no need ther- 
of, but may live withour then or be above them. Not to mention 
any moce of luch like tenents which in theſe dayes do too much a- 
bound. Dreadfull chinps you may be ſure if they be perſiſted in, 
and yet too many th-re be that do believe them and vent them, to 
the extream hazard of their own and others ſoules. And therfore 
rhar the godly chriſtian may by the help of Chriſt be preſerved from 
theſe 8 all other wherher foul-deſtroying or ſoul-endangering doct- 
rincs, let him carefully make uſe of rhele few helps. 

1 Leta:aanbe ſure thar his profeſſion of religion bein fince- 
rity & truth, that he may not only haye a form of godlineſs, but the 
truth and power of it, and then he ſhall ſurely be preſerved from 
deſtroying errours. For though falſe teachers may deceive many, 
and ihcw lignes 8 wonders for that end, yet it ss not pojſuble rbat 
they ſhould finally decerve the Elett and choſen ones of God Math: 
24. 24. Or willthe ſheep of Chriſt barken to the yoyce of 4 ſtranger, 
but will flee from him John 10. 5,8. and thatſaying 1 lohn2. 29. 
they went out from us, but were not of uw», andas it! heweth that 
Apoſtates in their beſt times were but hypocrites, ſoit alſo ſheweth 
that they who are but hypocrites arelike enough in the end to be- 
coine Apoſtares, 

2 Stabillity and ſertledneſs of mind & judgment in the truth 
is alſo a meansto be preſerved from being (educed. Forit is children 
that are toſſed too and fro C carryed atom with every wind of doctrme 
Fphe. 4. 14. wheras if the here be [{..bliſhed with grace, a man 
ſhit not jo eaſily be carryed tbout with divers and flr.mge doctrines 
Heb: IJ}, 9. nog it is the nor aut m4 rnſt able that wre jt the Scripe 
16:05 t their own dejtiiztiom 2 Pet. 3.16 When there cones a 
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ftream or'flood of waters on the earth, trees and honſes that are 
rooted and well grounded do ſtand firm, but what eyer lyes looſe is 
forept away: fo the floodof errours may carry away looſe and 
unſetled —_—_— but ſuch as are rooted & grounded abide firm 
and ſtedfaſt. 

And efpecially it is good to be well grounded in principles of 
Catechiſm; for theſe points are fundamentall, & ye} te —_— 
the foundation Heb: 6. 1,2. And it is not often ſeen but that they 
who are led away with erroneous opinions, and vain and empry 
whimſeys are very detective even in catecbiſtcall points, The yoice 
of errour is, who [o i ſumpte, let him come h..her Pro: 9. 16, 

3 Andas a means of both the former, it is very needfull and 
to be of an humble ſpirit, truely abaſcd :n the ſight and lence of a 
mans own weaknels, and ſinfulne(s, and unworthbyneſs; tor ſuch 
bave a promiſe of being informed in the truth and wayes of God 
Ezek: 43 10,11, andot duction & preleryation Ply: 25. 9g. babes 
ſell bave truths of God revealed to them, which are h;d from the gnſe 
ad prudent Math: 11.25. And the reaſon is, becauſe humble 
ſouls are afraid of themielyes, dare nut truit to their own under- 
tznding and ſtrength, bur depend upon God & Chriſt ro preſerve 
and teach themin the truth. W heras othe:> traſt.ng on the.rſelyes 
are therfore neerr unto 4 fall, even becare ney are proud, and /elf- 
confident Pro, 16. 18, & 28. 14, 

4 Iris needfull for to keep a good conſcience by walking in 
obedience rothe truth and will of God, ſo far as a man duth know 
already : for to ſuch there is a promiſe that they jh.i/ knw what 
doit rine is of God and what us otherwiſe John 7.17. Wheras they 
that take pleaſure in unrighteouſneſi are n danger to be g:ven up to 
believe lyes, and ſo to be aammd 2 Thel. 2.11,12. and therfore ir 
is faid, the w/e ſhall underſtand, but none of the wicked [hall nnder- 
_ Dan: 12.10, As there are few errours in opinion b it they 

ing forth ſins in praRtiſe, ſo fins in praQtiſe will bring erruur in 
principles, through the judgment of the Lurd upon men tor thule 
their Gnns, They that were /ed,caprizc of errours were iecten with 
drvers luſt» 2 Tim: 3. 6,7. menthat will not do what they know, 
it is juſt if they be left in blindneſs and not know what to do. 
When a maſter gives light to his ſervants and they do no good 
therewith, but abulc it to cards, dice, drinking, drunkeunels &c: 
it 
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it is juſt if he come and take away the light from them, and fo rhey 
be left in darkneſs. In like ſort it is a righteous thing with God 
to plague tbe poluted lives 8 conſeiences of men with giving thein 
up to the darkneſs & deluſions of errour, Ob let all them tremble 
at this, that haye much knowledg in their heads, bur little power 
of gracc in their hearts to walk accordingly, but by the power of 
unmortified luſts are fo carryed away asto {in wickedly againſt the 
light oftheir own knowledg & conſcicce in one kind or in another; 
for beſides the great wrath and many ſtripes that ſuch may expe& 
in another world, they may alſo fear that the Lord may leaye them 
to ſome pernicious errour or other eyen in this life, and thereby their 
damnation be the more dreadtull, A pure conſcience is a good 
calk or veſlcll wherin to preſerve and keep the myſtery of taith, 
I Tim: 3. 9. 

' 5 It was deſire of noveltie that overthrew our firſt parents , 
Gen. 3. -for they were well if they could baye been ſo content ; bur 
| having anitching deſire ro know more then God law meet for them 
hence they were overthrown, And menthat have :ching ears, ers 
apt to be turned from the truth and to be rurned unto fables 2 Tim:4 « 
34+ Ir argues an ill ſtomack, and a weak & unhealchfull conſtiruri- 
on of body, when a man can not diſgeſt good and whollom food 
without curious ſauce. In like ſortit is an ill ſign of a diſtempered 
foul, whea the good old way of the doctrine ot faith, and repent- 
ance, andthelike, is not {ayory to a mans ſpirit, bur he muſt have 
acw notions, and quaint & unguoth matter, or elle it will not go 
down. Thertore beware of curiolity. The old way is the good ways 


let a man ſeek, that and wales mit, and he ſhall find reſt for his ſod. 


Jer: 6. 16. 

6 Let a man beware of bis compauy. He that delights ro 
walk & talk with them that have the plague, iris no marvell if be 
catch infe&ion. Therfore we arc bidden to ſhun the ſociety of 
Corrupt & erroneous perl: M5, 10 4void them, and have wo familiarity 
of conyer/e with them, Rom: 16. 17, 2 Joh. 10. and to ce.iſe to hear 
the in/trnt}on that cauſeth to erre from the words of kne,;ledg Pro. 
19.27. we.k Chriſtians ſhould not be admuted ro doaotfui! aijpmta» 
tions, leaſt they be (taggered Rom: 14. 1. and thertore they muſt 
not 20 to them of their own accord: and the rcealon is plain, vs? : 
bccauc we mult ayoid temptations as much as lycs in us, and yo 

ore 
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fore not lead our (elves into temptation, for then it may be juſt with 
God to leave us to our ſelves. And therfore it is not ſafe, eſpecially 
for weak chriſtians, to be familiarly converſant with corrupt perſ6s, 
or corrupt books, which do frequently come abroad in theſe dayes. 
7 Laſtly, It is ſpecially uſefull in this caſe to keep cloſe to the 
Scriptures, and tu the means appointed of God for our right un- 
decſtanding of the Scriptures. Therfore we are bidden, Go to the 
Law & to the Teſtimony Iai 8,20, as on the contrary, the 1gno- 
rance of the Scripteres 15 noted in the Saddwcees as a mayn cauſe of 
their errowr, 22.29. If amans adverſary & enemy can perſwade 
him to throw away his weapons, he may then conceive hope of 
ailing againſt him with moreeaſe: and therfore it is no wonder 

if Satan in Seſe dayes do breed queſtions againſt the Divine autho- 
rity and ary 6c profitable uſe of the Scriptures as heretofore 
be was wont to do amongſt the Papiſts, for he knowes it will bee 
for bis _—_— againſt poor ſouls, if be can by any meanes per- 
ſwade them to lay aſide the [word of the Spirit which i the word of 


' God, Ephe. 6. 17. but be that loves his ſoul muſt be more wiſe , 


then to harken to the counſel of Satan herin. 

And foc means for the tight underſtanding of the Scripture , 
one is, the Church of God, and holy comunion therewith, another 
is the Officers & miniſters of Chriſt therin, In reſpe& of the for- 
mer it is ſaid that the Law ſhowld go forth of Sion, and the word of 
the Lord from Jeruſalem. Iſai 2, 3. tbatis to ſay, from the church, 
And there it was, even = he Sanctuary that the Plaliniſt came rg 
wnderſtand that which otherwiſe was too hard & painfall for him Plal, 
73. 16,17, For which cauſe it is that he that hath an ear to hear, 
muſt hear what the Spiru [auh uno the churches Rey: 2, Andevyen 
to the Anzels themſelves much of the manifold wiſdom of God u made 
known by the church Ephe, 3.10, If therfore a man hang looſe 
from the love of Church-ſociety, and the comunion of ſaints therin, 
it isno marvell if ſuch an one be drawa away with errours, becaus 
the Curch u the pullar & ground of truth x Tun: 3. 15. The Apoltle 


 exhorting note forſuke the aſſembling of our ſelves together as te 
. manner of ſome was, preſently addeth what a dangerous thing 


ro ſinn willfully after wee have recerved the knowledg of the trutr, chat 
is, to becom Apoſtates, Heb: 19, 25,26. intimating therby that 


where there is the former, there men are in danger of thc _— R 
t 
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that is to ſay, where the hearts of men draw back from Church« 
ſociety, there they are in danger of Apoſtacy. 

j 9 my the — . Chriſt in his church; as it was ſaid 
Of old that the Prieſts lipps ſhould preſerye knowledg, and they ſhould 
ſeek the Lay at his — Mal. mY ſoin —_ Tell 
Chriſt bath appointed Officers in his Church, as for other ends, fo 
for this that wee may not be children, toſſed to and fio, with every 
wind of. dottrine, Ephe. 4, 11,24. that is, that wee night not bee 
ſeduced with errours, and them that teach them, In which reſpe& 
it is that the Eunuch confeffeth he could not wnder/tand che Scrip- 
tures without ſome to guid him, Ats $.30,31. The Dilciplcs 
of Chriſt hearing of an opinion of the Scribes that Chriſt was nor 
the Meſſiah, becauſe of a {ceming-ſtrong objeion that Elias muſt 
ficſt come, if they bad kept this objxeRion to rbemlelyes, they might 
baye been foyled or puzzled therewith : bur they were more wiſe 
then ſo, they do not keep it cloſe and only plod upon it amongſt 
chan, bu very boneſtly bring it forth to their Maſter Chriſt 
Jeſus, and fo had reſolution 8 ſatisfaction; Matb: 17. 10,11,12, 
I3. Anotable example and worthy of irritation : but when men 
have met with new notions & apprehentions, wherber from books 
or otherwiſe, contrary to the doctrine which they have received, 6 
ſhall keep them in hupger mugger, ſo that their officers mult not 
know them; the miniſters of Chriſt muſt not be aquainted with 
them, this is a ready way for the endangering of their ſouls exceec- 
ingly ; Like ſtollen waters whith are ſweet, and bread eaten m ſecret 
which u pleaſant, but the dead are there, and ſuch gone, are m1 ite 
depth of Hell: Pro: 9g. 17,18. : 

Oh therfore let every ſoul that would be preſerved from t1: 
snfection of erronr, carefully look to theſe things, and let nm cry 
mightily 10 God throwgh jeſus Chi iſt for his grace and ty.y Spmit to 
preſerve him m the truth, and to bleſs him un the uſe of theſe 414 i107 

ood means for that end; and then te my with com:furt expect 1:24 
the Lord will preſerve him from the evill way of error Jana 65, nd 
will guide him un the truth > W-1yes of grace 10 his heavenly K ng dom 
through Ieſnas Chrift;z To whom be «ll glory of ſeryice and «jji-nce 


for eucre | 


T O 
The Chriſtian Reader, 


HE 7uſtification of a ſinner before God, as it 15 the fruut of the 

T Riches of his Grace: (Ephe: I, 7.) So it s the Root of our peace 
with God : Rom: 5. I. (which paſſeth wnderſtanding: Phil, 4. 7.) and 
f oxr joy in the Holy Ghoſt, which is unſpeakable & glorious: 1 Pet: I, 

. Tois ts that gift of bus Grace which fulleth our hearts with admira- 
tron, to wonder at the abundent rich Mercy of the Lord is pardming 
our mary and miyhty ſos ( Micah 7, 18.) to wonder alſo at the deep 
demerit of our finns which could not be expiated but by the precions blood 
yea and ſoul-ſufferings of the grea God our Saviour : Teaand to won- 
der likewſe at our baſeneſs, and filthines, and folly that could live ſo long 
in ſo dangerous C& deſperate 4 comrſe, provoking the moſt High to ſo 
great Anger, and our ſelves to the confuſion of our own faces & ſouls. 
Hence it ts that every godly Treatiſe tending to the diſcovery of 

this grace is wont deeply to affect tbe hearts of ſuch, as (through prace) 
have part in this common ſalvation. Amongſt others of this kind 
( Good Reader ) thou ſhalt find this little Treatiſe, to be bhe Maryes 
box of ſpikuard, which waſhin; the paths of Chriſt towards us (4 
that did his feet) will be fit to perfume not only the whole houſe of 
God, with the odour of the oyntment of his Grace, but alſo thy ſoul 
with the oyl of gladnes, above what creature-comforts can afford. 
The manner of handling, thou ſhalt find to be ſolid, and judicious , 
ſecemtt and pithy, fit (by the bleſſing of Chriſt) to make wiſe unto 
ſalvation. The preſence and bleſſing of Chrift go with ut, to refreſh 
thy ſoul with the ſavour of his Oyntments : 


In whom we ref , 
— of thine edification 
in his grace, and peace, 
Boſton 24. LL 
1652, J. Cotton, 
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Geneles 5, 6. | 
e-fnd bee Believed in the LO R D, and Hee connted © 
it to bin. for righteonſneſts | 


N the former verſes of this , is conteined 
a renewing of the Lords de to Abram con- 
cerning his ſeed: In this verſe is conrejned the 
effe& and fruit of that promiſe, how Abram rher- 
- Lord; and then the benefit 
accrewed to him by that believing, how the 
\ Lord accounted it to him for rig 

For the meaning of the words ; It may be firſt of all demandedy 

V'Vhar is meant by Abrams believing m the LORD? 


— neſt 
Hereby is meant, not onely that hee believed rhe Word of Anſw: - 


God to be true : for if that had been all, the Lord would never haye 
quſtified him by ſuch a faith, nor Þave counted it to him — 
teouſneſs, as the text affirmes that he did , for the Diyellsdo fo be- 
lieve, and yet are farr from being juſtified. James 2. 19. Bar bfre 
by is meant moroyer that he alſo rel 4 upon God that had promiſed 
by an at of Afance, Relyance, or 1dance upon him: ſo much 
Sr words may import, which are not bacely hee betieved the 
Lord, but hce belieyed m the Lard, or on the Lord. Beſides beliey- 
ing is an adt of the heart, Ron : x0. 10, Not of the head, or of the 
underſtanding only, bur of the heart alſo : and if a man believe with 
his heart, then there will be a firm reſtingand relying on the 
omiſed, and on him that promiſerh ; as it is ſaid Ifai 26. 3. 7how 
wilt keep him: in peace, whoſt mind is ſtayed on ice, becauſe be wriſt 
eth im thee. The heart faimerth when a man belicreth not , Gen : 45» 
26, and zz fixecor faſtened when a man b:l:eveth in the Lord Plal:. 
112 +7, $. This that is ſaid here of Abrams believing , is expoand- 
cd by the Apoltle Rom: 4. 18,19, 20, 2I. by Hope above bope » 
aud ty not ſlaggering at the promiſe through nnbel.efe, : 
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. Abrams Faith. 
- VVhat means this word He countedit to him for righteouſneſs. 
:1r'3 mach a5 to fay;the Lord imputed this Faith of Abram. 
for tightcouſnels in-Gods tight; So it notes that hee weas juſtified 


' notby workes, bit by this his Faich ; and ſothe Apoſtle expound; 


theſe words Rom: 4. 2, 3,4: 5+ | 
_ _ _ Did Abram never telicye afore now # and was hee never 
pltified before this time ; . | 

Yes doubtleſs long before this time : for it was by Faith that 
hee left his own country, and kindred, and came to ſojourn in the 
Jand of Canaan as the land of promiſe : This he did by faith! Heb: 
It. 8. Which was afore this time. Hee alſo had'heard many pro- 
miſes of God to him 8. his ſeed afore now , both in chap: x2. 2,3, 
7. & clap: 13. 14. which doubtleſs he did: believe. 

VVhy then is this mentivatd now, as if he had not been a 
paſtificd believer before ? 

- . One cauſe therof may be , becauſe his faith was now more 
confirmed , Hee haying we & been in ſo-ne pang of grief through 
want of children, yerſe 2, 3. as the D.\ciples of Chriſt are often ſaid 
to believe upon ſome new coafirmation of their faith, though they 
were b-lievers before, Jub: 2. 11. & 16. 30, 3I. So Joh: 4. 50,53. 
' And anothec realoa( conlidecing the time when this is recorded} 
mipht be this, namely, To ſh:w that juſtification is neyer by the 
works of the L1w, bar ſtill by faith, thongh a man be adorned & 

{ eariched with many excellent works; for to was Abca'n afore this 
time : witneſs bis Piety in building Altars, & calling on the name 
of the Lord Gen: 12,7, %. & 13,4, 18. His Relipious Care in 
inſtruRing his family, thoſe 318 trayncd ones, or catichiſed ones, 
as ſome rendec the word chap: 14. 14. His Chiriric, & Humility 

- that would have no falling our berweea Lot & him, and that woull 
condelcend facr for peace lake chap: 13.8, 9. and woul.| hazard 
his owa liberty 8 lite co reicue Lot 0. of captivity chap: 14. 14. 
hiscontempt of riches, and Carc o the plocy of Gol. in retuſiag 
the goods of the King of Sodom chap: 14+ 23. All chele were ex- 
cellent Vertues & good works in Abcam, and yet the Holy-Giulk 
cells us be was not juſtified by any of them but by believing. 

Again, it is obſeryable, that at this time Abram was nt Circum- 
ſed; for that Ocdinance was n5: yet appo.nted, till chap: 17, & 
get now wee ſee he belcivcd ia the Lord, and fo is juſtitied; to fhew 


wItg 


Saving Faith by the GofFel. 'x 


unto us that it was not by Circumciſion, nor any Ceremoniey ofthe 
Law that be was juſtified, bur by faith onely ; and that be | 
be the Father of believers eyen amongſt the Geutiles , though r 
be not circumciſed , and that righteouſneſs might bee imputed to 
them allo , asthe Apoſtle h Rom: 4. 9,10, 17. Such weigh- 
ty reaſons there are, why Abram at this time is ſaid to believe in the 
Lord, and to be juſtified therby, albeit be were a believer and juſti- 
fied before. 

This bcing ſaid for the explication of the words, wee way firſt 
obſerve from the words this Do&rine, * h 

That it is by the Word & Promiſes of God concerning ſalvation DOA: 3 

by Chriſt, that men are brought to believe, or to become true believers. 

Or Teſtifying & ſaving Fauh is nrought L, the word of the 
Goſpel, as rhe meanes and mſlrumen therof, or God wee ſee 
gives forth his pracious Goſpel-promiles unto Abram, 8& the effe& 
of them is this, Abram therby belicyeth in the Lord, Other Scrip- 
rures do teſtifie the ſatne; Acts 15. 7, Rom: 10. 14, 15. 17, 
Ephe: 1. 13. AQs 14+. Genel: 12, I, 7, 3, 4, 5» Therfore is the 
word called the word of faith Rom: 10. 8, becauſe it is by it that 
faith is wrought, Thoſe three thouſand in AQts 2 were broughtto 


| believe by the word & Goſpel of God which was preached to them 


by Peter, Regeneration is by the word, Jam: 1, 38, 1 Pet. 1.23» 
and the Spirit is alſo received by the ſame meancs, Gal: 3. 2+ and 
therfore fuch is by the word alſo. The reaſon of the conſequence 
is, becauſe whereſoeyer Regeneration is —_ and the Spirit of 
gracc is beſtowed, there ſaving faith can nct be wanting. 
For the explication of this point, it may firſt of all be demand- 
cd, What is the Goſpel? Ineft: y 
Ir is the Do&tine of ſalvation by Chriſt, or of bleſſedneſs in Anſw: 
Chriſt, that part of the word of God, which concerneth Reauſſion 
of ſinns. and Life everlaſting by Chriſt Jeſus, 
May nor faith be wrought by the Law? Dneſt: Þ 
Not by the Law alone ; tor the Law is not of faith Gal: 3 12. Anſw: 
The Law directly reveals nu Chriſt, nor any ſalyation for ſinners , 
bur the curſc only Gal: 3, 19. And inasmuch as faith cannot goe 
beyond the word , therfore by the Law alone there can be no taich 
to bclieve any thing farcher then the curſe, 
Y<t neverthclels the Law is of necciſurpuſeto prepare the Leart 
AZ tor 
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| Hoſw: 


Queſt: 5 


all ouward mcaas tail, as can work by his Spirit alune in the heart 


Saving Faith by the Gofpel. 


| for faith. For Chriſt « the end of che Law as the Apoſtle ſpeakes 


Ras Ic. 4+ and if fo, then the Law is 4, meanes unto Chriſt, Ir 
ſhewes unto 2 man his ſign, Rom: 3. 20. & 7. 9, 10. and the 
wrath of God deſerved thereby Rom: 4. x5, and herapon through 
the ſpirit of bondage, begets fear 8 dread in the ſecure þcart Exod: 
20.18, 19, Rom:8. 15. Which things are requiſite to rhebeger- 
ting of faith in Chrilt, bztauſe' without theſe the finfill foul will 
never believe in, nor come to him for righteoufnels, as not feeling 

its need Joh: 5. go. Rom: 1G. 3. : 
But whatis the work of the Goſp:l in the begerting of fairt? 
___ Fiſtirpceſents tothe {infall & lolt foul, Chritt the Saviour , 
with the worch & fulnels that is in him ; Joh: 3.16. AXs 13. 38 39, 
s Tim: I. I5. Secondly it eacoucagech the pour loſt foul to 
cometoChriſt, to bclicye on him, and co receive hin inthe promi- 
{; of Mzccy March: £1, 28, Jolr:6. 37. 2 Cor: 5.20. Ifai 55.1, 

2,3. &G61[.1,2, 3, 
Bat many haye the word, and yet ncyer attain to faith, What 
may be the reaſon herof ? | 

- Whatis here {aid, is moſt true indeed * many heard by the 
Apoſtles, yea by Chriit himfclf, and yet were never brought to be- 
lieve. The realon wacrof is, becaule the word of it {elf can nyt do 
ir, without the work of God himſelf by his fpirit : Pl of hi afclf 
* nothing, Apollss mark, nor any other minilter of the Golpel, bir 
God it is that worket) all, x Cor: 3.5,6,7. Paul preached to 
Lidia & others, bur ic was the Lord th.u open:d her heart lavingly 
ro atten to what was [þ1ken Acts 16. 14, And God, as he is bound 
to none, fo be ſees cauſe not to give his Grace to all, no nor to all 
that do injoy the mceanes, that fo they ty whom his grace is given, 
may {ce themlelyes the more ind2bred for it ; and that it is not then 
faves, nor the word of it it ſelf, that could eyer have brought them 

to believe, but that God bimſclt hath done it of his free grace, 

Math: 13. tr. Acts 18 27. 

But if the word be the means of faith, what ſhill becom= 
of Infants, ldiots,&: deaf people that cannot make uſe of the means? 
The dodrine {peakes 0.Aly of the ordinary & uſuall way. As 
far theſe chac ace {pokea of, the Lord can work in them by other 
meanes,cither by ihe {ight of the cye, as in luch as can cead; or if 


anJ 


, = Saving Faith by the Goffpels _ * 


and ſoul inwardly. GE . 
If any aſk, What ſhould be the reaſon that when God work-. Queſt:6 
cth faich, he ſhould ordinarily & uſually do it by his word, and nut | 
otherwiſe ? . | er SE 4 
The anſwer is, That bis Wiſdom hath ſo appointed 8& ſeen _qufry | 
mcet, and therwith wee ſhould reſt our ſelyes contented & {atisfied EY 
, It is -;s pleaſure to ſave men by preachng .L Cor: 1. 21, and to. "=M 
create the fruit of che lips to be peas to the ſoul Ifai 57, 19, POT i 
Thecfore, the cale of them that want the word of the Goſpdll.1 3 x | 
miſt needs be miſerable & lamentable. For there can be no 1ai- 
vation withour Chriſt Aas 4+ i2. 1 John. 12.norc without faiti | 
in Chciſt John 3. 18, 36. HcD: 11.0, and urdunarily there can be | 
no faich without the Golpel, but by it, Rom: 1 0. 14, 17, and ther- | 
fore where this word is wanting, there the people are in a perithing 
condition Pro: 29. 18, and anullions of peopic there are in this cou- 
dia, having none co {peak aunty them out Starrs, GC trecs, and the 2 
ceat book of the creatires, which is not futhicient for ſalyariog,noc 1 
Pr laving faith 5 and therfore luch people are without Chriſt, and 
without God inthe world Eph: 2, 12. cv.n.ning into the world & 
know not wherfore, and go our of the wocid again and xnow not 
whither, It were well it there were an heart 1n us to bewayl the 
cale of ſuch people; for their milery might baye beea ours, and 
our mcrcies theirs. . 
They that have the Goſpel, haye great cauſe to prize it, and ſe 2 + 
Co be very thankfull for it, as tor a gceat olcltng , inatunuca as it is 
the meancs of faith, and ſo conſequently of falyation, If wee ſhall 
delpiſc iror ſlight it as the Iſcaclites did Manna, or as litcle cjuldicn 
who do bur play wita their mcar,and kick ir down under their feet, 
it may then be jult with God tutake it away, and that will ve a 
dolefull and _ heavy judzment; and is often thcearaed as iuche 
See Amos 8. it, Luke 17, 22. John 12. 35,36. Rey: 2.4. 
If che word be tie means of faich, Then it behoavs all them 7 575. 3 
who enjoy the word, to take hee they donor live & dy withour 
faich; For tbe (in & judzment of {ach will be rhe .qore geeiyot ; 
even m.ch worſe thea it they n2ver had che Goſp2l, It they hall 
not had the word, they ſhwld bave had n2 (in, in Compariton 
of whit now they have; bat #ny they have n) c!19.tk, jr 5/2247 jity 
Joha T5, 224 aadcherfore che judgment & condemaatioa of fich 
A 3 | 211.6 
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God the Efficient cauſe of 
people will be ſo exceeding juſt 8 dreadtull, that the condition of 
Thre & Sidon, and of Sodom & Gomorah ſhall be more tollerablr, 
th: 11. 22,23,24. 

And nee gounted ut to him for righteonſaeſ3.) Hee, that is the 
Lord, who was metioned before; conted, that is,imputed,or reckon- 
ed, for this word is ſometime Engliſhed by one of theſe words, 
and ſometime by another, as may appeare by yiewing Rom: 4. 3, 
22, 23. Gall: 2, 6. Iam: 2. 23. /, thatis, this faith of his, 
this believing in the Lord ; for righteou/neſs - that is unto righteouſ- 
neſs; that is, that by this he might attain righteouſneſs, or ſtand 
righteous and Guſtificd inthe fight of God. 

VVhether doth not this text _ that the obje@ of juſtify» 
ing faith is not Chriſt the promiſed Meſfiab, or the promiſe of mer- 
a Chriſt ; but what eyer God aleth ? and that the a&t of 
aith as it juſtifierb, is not of the will in receiving Chriſt, or adhering 
to Chriſt, but only an aſſent of the underſtanding ? 

It proveth it not ; For Abrams faith had re{pc& unto the pro» 
miſed ſced,in whom all nations ſhould be blefſed ; and ſo runnerh 
the promiſe chap: 12, & 22. 18. this ſeed muſt need include 
the Meſſiah ſpeciall a5 being the head of all the ſeed rthar are 
bleſſed ; and 1o —_— is plainly taughtin Gall: 3. 16. where the 

ſeed t>whom the promiſe is made, iz plainly affirmed to be Chrif7: 

and if it ſignifie Chriſt, then Joubtieh, the hegd,& not the members 
only. The promiſe which Abram v<lieved, was the Gofpe: Gal. 3.8. 
Now what is the _—_ bat the dyArine or plad tidings of falyari- 
on by Chriſt > Thatſaying John $. 56. that aAtrim rejoyced roſes 
Chrifts dey, doth ſhew that Chriſt was the obje& of Abrams faith, 

Now from the words, he counted it to hins for righteouſneſs y 
wee haye occaſion to conſider of three things concerning that great 
artide of faith, our juſtificatic. x The Efficient cauſc thcrof ; 
which is theLord, 2 The Inſtrumentall cauſe, and that is 
faith, or believing. 3 The Tormull eauſe, which is account- 
ing, or i NZ. | 

T he firſt of theſe may be conſidered in this cocluſion or doQtines 

| That #« the Lord hanſelf that doth juftifie : or that u the 

ery _ of owr juſtification. Rom; 3. 30 & 8, 30. 33. Gal: 3 
. l FO, . 

Reaſon, juſtification is a judiciary att, the {work of a Iudge 


> pro 
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Atans juſtification, | C 
ronouncing ſentence of abſolution apon a man ; and this a 
bo this, becauſe it is oppoſed to condemn, as Rom: 8. 33. hath: | 
12. 37. and fo it differs from ſanQification, which is to make a man 
really holy by changing his qualityes, wheras juſtification makes 
only a relative change in a man in refpect of ſtate, from a ſtate of 
gong to aſtateof abſvulution & clearing judicially. Now it be- | 
ongs to God alone to be. the }u4g of allthe world Gen. 18. 25, Pla, 
75-7. & 94. 2, Bleb: 12. 23, 1Cor. 4 4. andtherfore juſtificatis 
being the act & work of God as 2 jul z, duth belong ta God only. 
Juſtitication either conlilts in, oc coateins in it, the forgiveneſs Keaſ* 2 - 
of ſins, and not imputiny of iniquity ; Rom: 4. 4,5. And therfore 
inaſmuch as God only forgives fia Ilai 43, 25 Plal; 32. 1,2. 2 cor £ 
F» 19. Mark 2, 7. it maſt need; bee that God only doth juſtife,” | 
Therfore a man cannot juitifiz himſelf, Papiſts reach that a Tſe ® \  _ 
man by his works may juſtifi: himſelf with that which they callthe 
ſecond juſtification, and wherin they place the merrit of eternal life, 
But the Scripture makes man paſſive in his juſtification, and chat 
this work is wrought by God himſelf, and by him only, So that 
waat Chriſt ſpake of honouring of bimſelt lohn 8. 54. may well 
be applyed to the matter in hand, that if a man Jwſtsfhe h:mſe!}, #15 
Jajtific.uion 1 nothing, . 
Hence it follow-th, thar juſtification once obtcyned, can not V/e 2 
be loſt. Aman once juſtified thull neyer looſe his juſtified eſtate, G 
nor fall from it, For being the work of God, wee may ſay of it as 
Solomon faith in another cate, Eccleſ, 2. 14. it myſt be for evere 
When God hath once juſtiticd a man, be will fay as Pilate of bis - 
writing, what I have written, I have written ; ſo may the Lord lay, 
who:nl have juſtiticy, I haye jultificd, & it ſhall not be recalled; ic- 
cording to that Jer. ZI. 34+ their finns FF miuyraties { will remen- 
ber u9 me : ther ſinas may be jour. fur, but they ſhal never te f-rend 
{ wm | hiye once 7 -done4, and torgiven ler. 59, 29. Tult.f1ca- 
tion is 012 of thole gracious gifts of God, which ace Witaout ice 
pentance Ro'n. 11. 29» : 
Aal .t Go4 do jaitinz, it mit n2:d; ber gren fi1tor monto Ve 3 
be cealoriousin jul gin; the lecyants of Goll, & to pals rath X ha:d 
judgnen againitthem ; a> to jidg them to Þ2 da uncd hypctite;, 
. vaya-glocioas perſons, the troablers of Liracl, and the like; The 
Plalut couced it a heinoas thing, to condeams che pexcr.ction of ©446 
A 4 | [6 24 
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God the Efficient cauſe &c: 
chi'dres Plal. 73. If. and they that judg others with unjaft and 
raſh ja]za2nt, may exp<X to 6: judzed themſelves Math. 7. 1, 
For thoſe waom Gall dath juſtifie, it is not for men to condemn 
them, except thzy would be cros & contrary unto God, 

Burt if GoJ do jultifiz bis ſecyants, what need they to bee 
mach troubled, thogh the worl1 dy ceaſure & candema them? It 
is cac jadzazat of God that mat ſtand; 41d he will not condemn 
th:m, bar hath alrea ly abſolyed 8 cleaced them. Which made the 
Apoſtle to ſay, with m2 it is a ſaaull rhing to bz judzed of you, or 
of mans judgment x Cor: 4. 3. anJtae like confort doth belong 


_ texyery faithfull ſervant of Gd, inaſm ch as they are juſtified by 


L 
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the Lord, what ever men may ſay or jadg of then. Ut « God thes 


 juſtifieth, who is he' that condemnath? Rom: 8. 33. 


Let us fiot then content our ſelyes to have men to juſtifie 
ws: For thoughthey excuſe us, ſay'well & think well of us, all this 
is nothing if the Lord do not fo allo, but the contrary, Mea are 

totbink all well if others do jadg well of them ; bar efpecialy 
profeſſors of religion, an1rhe Gina do approve of them, then 


they care for no more. Bur theſe ſhould remember that it is 


God that juſtifieth, and therfo:e the j11zment of m22 ſhould net 

be reſted in, a5 touching our ſpiritual eſt tes before God; - this being 

conſidzred wirhall, that a Iulas may be no worſe thought of by the 

rrae hearted Diſciples of Chriſt, th:n rhemſelves, and yer in very 

tcuth be n» better then a Direl. Sometimes the coyeteous, & other 

wicked & wretched finners, may b2 approved, yea 8& applaudcd of 

men, though they be juftly abhorred of G14. Plal. 10, 3. 8 49.18, 

Comtent not our ”: K to be juſt in.-ur own gpes, or to juſti- 

fe onrſelves ; For ala; what will this avail as, fich it is God that 

muſt juſtifie, 2r elſc wze ſhull neyer be juſtified ind22d, whatever 

wee may conceive of our ſelyess The Phariſes were men that 

jrnefTified th:m[e!uves before men, but God knew their hearts; and our 
Saviour tellsthzm thatthings might be beavrifm!! in the ſizht of meu, 

414 yer bs ab2mineble in the (17h: of Grd, Luke 16. x5. But the 

hl; Apoſtle was otherwiſe minded, who would not juſtitie his own 
ſelf, kn wing thar he that jud2zed him was the Lord. 1 Cor: 4. 4+ 
Ic is -ur wiflmrbecfore to ſeek ito G od in Chrift for this benefit; 
for hetiaxt is in hinfelf a finner, his maine work lyes with God in 
heay2a, t2 {ce at his hand; the gracious bencht of remithon, and 
. puikil 


a 
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Men juſtified by Faith, - - # bs 
juſtification. For who can clegr a, man, but. the Judp ?. | 
forgive the debe bat the creditar F - . Jadg | fho6 a Wen 

The next concluſion, or dodtrine that theſe words afford i this, 


That, It 4s by Faith, by the grace of believing, that men come to . Doftr: 4 
tee juſtified, or to be accounted righteous in the fghe of God. ROOTS . 
Weeſce Abram believed in God, and it was im to him for 


to ſhew that juſtification%s by faith only, and not by works; Rom: 
4+3-23,24« Gall: 3.6, Jam. 2.23. and as it was with Abram, fo p 
is it with all the children of Abram, that they areall juſtified by the” | E 
ame meanes, even by faith in Iefus Chriſt : Rom. 4.5,9,11- & 3. , - | 
22,30. & 10,4. Gal. 2.16. & 3.8,9,22. Philip. 3.9. Heb: 11.7, 
Here it will be needfull to ſhew how it is that wee are juſtified | 

by faith ; For it is ſoplentifully & expreſſly witneſſed in Scripture ; 

that juſtifications by faith, that it were groſs ignorance or impu- 

dence to deny it. But in what ſence this 15 to be underſtood, andia 
* what manner this is done, there the apprehenfions of men do very . 

much yary. For ſome help therfore to the clearing of this point, 

obſerve theſe propoſitions following, > 

x Faith dah not juſtifie as it is 4 work or wertice its ts Propoſe U 
Reiſe 1 All works of ours are excluded in this buiſneſs, fo 

that faith & works are conſtantly oppoſed in the marter of juſtifi- 

cation; Rom. 3.28. Gall. 2.16. and therfore faith awſt noc here 

be conſidered as a work of ours, for then it muſt be excluded as all 

other works muſt. Reaſ: 2 Faith is ſo conſidered | 

in our juſtification, as that it may ſtand with free grace; Rom: 4. 

I6, Ephcf. 2.8. cherfore jt muſt not be conſidered as a work of ' 

ours, becauſe grace & works arc oppoſite, and can not ſtand toge- 

ther Rom. 11. 5,6. Reaſ: 3 Wee cannot be juſtified 

by that which is exaQ, erttire & perfe& rightcouſneſs ; for God 

muſt be juſt in juſt:ſymg Rom. 3.26, but how could he be fo, if 

he ſhould juſlifie us otherwiſe thea by a rightcouſnefs which is * 

cxaQt & perfet? his jr7:1tnt is evording 19 thwth Rom. 2.2. 

ſv that he ill not clcre the gurlry Exod: 3447. Now our faith is 

imperfeR, andnot ſo exact & perfect as it ou;lit to be Mark 9:24 


ts _ 


' righteouſneſs: which exam & clinh mat the Apotles, © . 


Luke 17.5, 2 Pct. 3.18, and ther ore by a faith as ayertue, of ; 
work of ours, We can not be juſtified. * | ths { 
2 Fay, ah not juſtifie provenly, as if the ery aft of behevs Propeſe 2 | 
B ' ” 05 <g09, 
on te 5. a—_ alt. ' 
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| : | credeye, To Tichuen were the matter of our righteouſneſs 
or the ary thing by which we ſad vighteos in th fight of Gol 

| = x The righteouſneſs by which we are juſtified is of fauh, 

& fo bh, through £431 5 Phili. 3. Ys Rom: J. ZOs and therfore it 1s 

nat our faith it ſelf, Reaſ: 2 The rightcouſneſs wherby we 

are juſtified is not our own Phil. 3. 9. rom: 1c. 3. But our faith is 

our own, though wrought inus by the Holy-Ghoſt. Therfore we 

have theſe cxpreflions in Scripture, his own faith, thy faiuh,my faith, 

_ Hab:2,4. Jam: 2. 18, Keaſ: 3 Thething that mult juſti- 

fie us, maſt be a perfe& rightroulnels, as was ſhewed before; elſe 

bow ſhall God be juſt in juſtifying us therby ? bur our faith as was 

ſhewed afore is imperfet, | In this the tenent of the Arminians 

-is more injurious to the Lord, then that of the Papiſts; For the 

_ bold, & that truely, that God juſtifies by perfe& rightcoul- 

-nels; only bein is their great ercour, that they think this perfe&t 

righteouſneſs may be found in our ſelves, in our works, or our faith 

ce: But the Arminians would haye God to juſtifie man without 

any perfe& righteouſnels at all, but to accepr iis imperfect faith in 

therof. Reaſ”: 4. Jeſus Chriſt in his obedience is or 

'y Faghteouſneſi Ter: 23.6. x Cor: 1.39. 2 Cor: 5.21. rom: 5. 19, 

'& 1044. And therfore to _ faith -* ſelf our _ ls is 

 jurious co Chriſt, as placing faith in Clxiſts coow, and ſo making 
faith to be our Chriſt. Pw A 

: * 3 Faith aoth juilific only relatively, in reſpeft of its object 

oo: 3 Chrifs Jeſus, or homes.” ts hand ri _ Chriſt and 

bis righteouſneſs, AS a naans may be ſaid to feed him, becaufe 

| it receiverh the mear, ac to cloath him, becaulc it receiveth his ap- 

E = or to inrich him, becauſe it recciyeth a pcarl: of great value, 

a mans faith is ſaid to juſtifie him, becauſe ir recciyeth Chriſt, & 

the ri of Chriſt, And indeed what eyec is done by faith 

in this & ſuch like matcers of our ſalyation, all is done with referece 

toChriſt, andas faith is the inſtrument that recciverh Chriſt, and no 

otherwiſe, And therfore what things are ſaid to be done by faith, 

wee ſhall find they are ſtill ſaid to be done by Chriſt. For inſtance, 

L wee are juſtified by f.r:th, Rom: 3.28, Gal. 3. 22,24» but wee are 

hs juffified by Chriff Iſai 53.11. Ecernall life u by fauh John 3. 16, 

36. bur « « by Chriſt 1 lohn 5. 11,12. Wee are ſaved by faih, 


Eph: 2.8 bu; wee are ſaved by Corifty Tobn 3.17. Math: 1. - 
3 ab i : | &6 
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\ Es Faith Inflrumentaly, 
Wee live by faith, Hab: 2.4. Gal. 2.20. bwt wee live by Chriff, 
lohn6. 57, 8 14+ 19. Forgroeneſs of fam it by fatth, Ats 10, 43. 
& 26. 18. but it is by Chriſt, AQts 13. 28, Ephe: 1.7 ' Inlike 
fort when faith is {aid to be imputed unto righteouſheſs, wee muſt 
underſtand it that Chriſt & his righteouſaels is imputed -—oo 
Bur now, as faith can do but with reference to Chriſt, fo 
Chriſt will do nothing in this buiſinefs of juſtifying a ſinner, bue by 
faith, But as it is ſaid AQts 3. 16. His neme, through faith in bus 
name bad heal:d the man that had been lame, fo it may be ſaid Chriſt 
8 his righteouſneſs, throagh faith in him, & bis ri s doth 
Juſtifie the ſinner, For theſe grounds are certain, & cannot be de» 
nyed, x Thar God doth not juſtifie any withourri 
but by & for a righteoutneſs, and ſuch an one as is entire 8 


Pro: 17.15. Exod: 34. 7- Rom: 2.2. 2.26. 2 - wares | 


rfe& rig is not to be had inour felyes, Rom: 3: 10, 
ſal. 143.2. 3 That this perfe& righteouſneſs is in Chriſt, 
and not eliewherc, Jer: 23.6. Mai 45. 24,25. 2 Cor: 5-21, Rom: 
$.9,19, 4 That this righteouſneſs of Chriſt cannot juſtific 
us, till it be conamunicated & applyed, and-fo. be made ours ; evers 


2s meat doth nut feed a man, till he take ir 8& cart it, a doth. 


not warm a man till he receive ir &. put it on, a pearl of ne-- 
yer {0 much yaluc, doth not enrich a man till he receive it, and haye 
itin poſſeſſion as his own, 5 Faith is the hand & inſtrument 
for receiving of Chriſt & his righteouſneſs ; Iohn r. 12.'Epb.3-I7« 
and by this meanes or in this way wee are juſtified by faith, and nog 
otherwiſe. Therfore in Gal :2, 16,17, wee find that to be jufb= 
fied by fauth, and to be juſtified by ChriF. are Synonymaes, that i 


the ſame ſignification; for that which in the one verſe is called juſti« 


fication by faith, is in the other called juſtification by Chriſt. 


Bur Chriſt is the —_ of love & of other graces, as-well as: 2neſts. 


of faith ; why then ſhould faith juſtific in reſpe&t of its objet; any 


more then love or graces? 


Becauſe faith fs appointed of God: in the coyenant of grace Anſw':, | 


to this office; Iohn 3.16, Acts 16, 31. which can be ſaid of no 
other grace. And there is good reafun why faith ſhould have this 


office, even becaule faith is that which gives all to Chriſt, 8 to Gods. 


free grace in him, for rherfore us 12 of faith, that u might be by grace 
Rom: 4.16.. F phe; 2.8. it being the very propertic,&{w Emay ſay): 
B. 2 x the: 


39. Row 8, 3s 


Afen inſtifled by -Y 
the ingeaie of faith, to bring nothing of its own for a mans juſti- 
fication; but to corne naked & emptie unto C hriſt, m_— 
from him, ax from Gods free grace in him, 
- . , 4 - 1t why faith alone thet wee are juſtified. Juſtification is 
not only by faith at the firſt, but alwayes by faith, as long as a man 
lives- Sothatthough a man be furniſhed with never ſo many ex- 
cdllent yerrues, graces, duties, ſervices, &c: yet it is riot by any of 
them, nor all of rhem, bar (till by zaith 5 by faith only, that be muſt 
be jaſtificd in Gods fight. For which _ this example 
of Abram iy very obſervable & conyircing ; Abram (5 was 
obſerved before) had afore this Ume done many excellent leryices, 
in leaving his kindred and country at Gods command, in building 
Alcars, and calling on tize natac of the Lord whece ever he came, in 
yieldiap to his interiouc Lot for peace ſake, in reſcuing him out of 
Captivity, with the perill or hazacrd,of his own liberty & life, in his 
of riches offercd to him by the King of Sodom, &c: Yet 
atter all this the Holy-Ghoſt placerh his juſtification in none of 
theſe things, butoaly in his believing. If Abram had had no works 
then it might have been ſaid he was juſtified by faith chrough want 
of works ; but {ith he abounded with ſtore of excellent works, and 
yet is juſtified by faith, we may conclude that juſtification is. not 
faith & works, much lels by works alone, bur by faith only. So 
Paul tells of hiaaſelf Phil. 3. 7,8,9. that for time paſt he did count 
ll things loſs for Chriſt, and ſaith he for the prefone 7 do fo alfo, 
and for time to come,cyen when Chriſt ſhall come to judgment, 
I then delice to be found in Chriſt, not havmg my own righteouſneſs, 
but that whuch is by the fauh of Cariſt., Hence it is ſaid, we: are 
juſtified freely by 215 grace; Rom: 3. 24+ Which two words do ſhew 
that all works are excluded: and lo works are exprelsly excluded, 
that faith alone may be eſtabliſhed, Rom: 3. 28. Galla. 2. I6, 
Ephe. 2.8. : 
If Juſtification be by taith, then it can not be by works, no- 
by any tighteouluels of our own, either inherent, or aRtuall, either 
inward yertues 8 graces, or outward dutyes of obedicnce, the rea+ 
fonis, becanle faich & works ace oppolice in this matter, and can 
not ſtand together ; Rom: 3-28. Gal. 2.16, And the Scripture 
plainly reacheth that juſtitication by woks is impollible, Acts 13s 


They 


Faith as the Tuſtrument. 


They then are preatly deceived that think a man may have 

* the righteoaneſs of jultitication without faith, and that faith is of 
no ulz inthis matter but only to afſare a man of bis juſtification as 
already paſt & done; wheras the truth is, juſtitication is not afore 
faith, bur by faith, wx: as by an hand or inſtrument to receive 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is the 
matter that being received doth juſtitie, and faith the hand to re- 
ceive it, That there is no aQuuall juſtification of a man afore faith 


Uſe 2 


whether from eternity, or otherwiſe, may be farther cleared by 


thele reaſons: = <4 

Keaſ: x Juſt fication is after vocation, or effeQuall calling, 
for whom he called, thens he juſtified Rom: 8. 30, and if fo, then 
it is after faith, becauſe faith is wrought in vocation, as being the 
anſwer of the foul to the'call of God, calling the ' ſoul to come to 
God in Chriſt , wherunco when the ſoul doth anſwer & come, (as 


it alwayes doth when the calling is ſavingly effeQuall) this anlwer, 


this comming is faith Jcr: 3. 22. faith bei —_— inp, 
and calling being beiore juſtificarion, it needs be that fai 
is betore jultification, | 

Keaſ: 2 Faith hath the ſame place in Juſtification as the 


Iſraelites looking on the brazen Serpent had intheir healing, Johe3. - 


I4,15, Now tley were nor firſt healed, and then muſt look 

to the _ lee what it was wor _ mw bur ” 
they muſt up to the Serpent, and ſo therby Numb : 
—_— ro mn. that wee muſt firſt look up to Chriſt by the 
eye of a lively faith, and then & therby be iuſtified from our ſinns. 
And accordingly the Propherells us that in tbe Lord there is y:g*- 
reonſneſs, and ſtrength, wherby wee may be juſtified & ſaved; bur we - 
are bidden 10 look. wnto bim, & then wee be juftifiea c> ſuved 
therby. Tai 45, 22,24,25. 

Reaſ: 3} If a man be TJuſtified afore faith, then a mat! may 
be in ſtare of Iuſtitication & in ſtate of condemnarion both at or.cc z 
For aforc a man have tairh, be is in ſtate of condemmatio, & he wrath 
of God abideth on h-m, Iohn 3. 18,36, Bat thele two ſtates are 
{o oppoſite & contrary, that it is vot poſſible t};ar a man jhould 
be in both ar oncc. ; 

KReaſ: 4 Atore a man be a believer, the Spirit of Go witneſſcth 
20 A 114n that he js not juſtified, but the contrary 3 For at tt.ar 

] Þ 3 tas 
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| Men inflifiea by 
time it.convinceth the ſoul to be in a fate of bondage, and therups 
fills it with fear, Rom: 8.15. Now ifa man were juſtified afore, 
this fear were needleſs, this bondage were unjuſt, and this witneſs of 
the'Spirit not true, which were horrible to think, 

Reaſ: 5 If amanbenot Juſtified by faith, but afore it, and 
that faith doth only declare & aſſure unto a man thart he is juſtified 
already, then a man may as well be {aid to be juſtified by any other 
grace asby faith, and ſo there will be no difference between faith 
and any other grace in this matter of juſtificatiorr; The reaſon is, 
becauſe other graces may declare a man to be juſtified, as ſignes 8c 
fruits : all the of Sanctification dv that. But the Apoſtle 
makes a great iferece between faith 6c other graces inthis marrery 
teaching that we arenot juſtified by any of them, but are juſtified 
by faith. Thequeſtion was not whether good dutyes commanded 
in the Law, did declare a man to he jultified, for that the Apoſtle 
would never haye denyed, bur here was the queſtion, whether they 
did actually juſtifie a man as I1ſtruwears of his juſtification, and 
this the Apoſtle doth conſtantly deny, and yet every where aſcribes 
this office unto faith, 

Reeſ': 6 The Scripture expreſf>ly witneſſeth of b:licycrs, that 
there was a time when they were in a ſtate of wrach, & condenmna-= 
tion, without Chriſt, and without God mm the world, im the ſame ſtate 
that others were that ſhould never mberice the kingdom of heaven , 
not 4 people, not beloved, not haymn? obteined mer.y, and many the 
like, Eph: 2. 1,2,3,12. 1 Cor: 6. 9,10,11, Rom: 9. 25,26. 1 Pct, 
2.19, Nowhow all this {hyul{ be, and yet at this very time 
they be in a ſtate of juſtification allo, is altogether inconceivable 8 
impoſſible, 

Reaſ: 7 All thatare juſtified do doubtleſs pleaſe God, but 
without futh it 15 imp» Jible to pleaſe him, Heb: 11, 6. and thertorc 
without faith it is impaſſible robe juſtified. 

Reaſ: $ Juſtification is a benctit afforded only to them hee 
are im Chrit, Rom:8.1, 1Tohng, r2, But nomanis in Chriſt 
without faich, but by faith, Ephe: 3. 17, Rom: 11. 20,23. thcy 
that were w:chour fich, were without Chriit alto, Ephel: 2. 12, 
And therfore no man is actually piſtificd withont faith. 

R:eſ: 9 Toſay that we ace lulkitied from Erernity bath many 
g-cat ablurdities, or inconyenieaces ja jt, and thukore it may __ 
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Faith Inſtrumentally, 
bee admitted. For, x Then the people of God never 
were in a ſtate of ſin; For to beina ſtate of fin, and to be juſtified 
from (in, are contrary. But certeyn it is, the time was when the 
Ele&t were in a ſtate of fin, of miſery, of curſe, as the Scriptures do 
abundantly teſtifie, Ezek: 16, 2,3,4. &c: Rom: 7. 45. &Cc: & 6. 
17,18, Tit: 3. 3+ And by verle 4,5,6,7. of that chap: the 3 of the 
Epiſtle to Titus, it appeareth thar luſtitication came afterward in 
time. . Bur this opinion of [uſtification from Eternity takes away, 
or dcnyes that eyer there was any ſtate of fins and theupon all hu- 
miliation for ſuch a ſtate js cloſely taken away alſo, and made need- 
lets; For why ſhould a man lay to heart his miſery by reaſon of 
luch a ſtate, and lamentit, bewayl it, be greived for it, if there neyer 
was any luci ſtate, bur that he was in a juſtified eſtate from erer- 
nity > 2 Then we were guilty of fin, & condemnation, 


' fromEternity : and this much more, becauſe Tuſtification is from 


a puilty & condemned eſtate : and the terminus « qo, mult needs 
be bcture the terminus ad quem, the ſtare from which, muſt needs 


be aicce the ſtate to which, 3 Then Iuſt.fication is the 
{amc with Election or Predeſtination, which in Scripture are made 
diltinct benefits, Rom: 8, 29,30. 4 Then Juſtification is 


without reſpc& to the merits & obedience of Chriſt ; the reaſon 
is, becaule rhe etcrnall ations of God, #s Election & Predeſtina- 
tion, are not tor Chriſts rightcouſne(s 8 obedicnce, but Chriſt him- 
{elf is the fruit of our Election, If frometernity we be in a juſti- 
fedeſtare, then we may lay (as Gal: 2, laſt.) that Chriſt dyed 
11 vayn; for what need was there of any atonement to be made 
by the righteouſneſs & death of Chriſt, when by this opinion wee 
were in a juſtified cſtate before? 5 Then we may lay wee 
are gloryfied trom eternity ; the reaſon is, becanſe Gloryfication 
doth immediatly follow Iuſtification, Rom: 8. 39. Tits 3. 7e 


Now to ſay we are gloryfied from eternity, is to excule Hymeneus | 


& Phylerus,in that they ſaid the reſureAion was palt already, 2 tim: 
2. 17,18, So many & preat abſugditics are init, to ſay that wee 
arc Iuftificd from ercrnitie, 

Reaſ*: 10 If wee be Jultified by faith, then not before faith ; It 
Abram believed, & therupon was accoſited righteous, then nexthcr 
was be,nor can any other be accounted righteous betorc believing! - 
Bi the forgaer of theſe js abundautly refliticd in the Scripture: of 
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36 Þ” Men 7uſtified by 
truth, Rom: 3. 22,23 ,30.. & 4.2,3,2323, Galla: 2, 16, and 
| rherforethe latter is true alſo. 

Object: 1 We may be uſtified before faith , 8 yet be ſaid to be juſtified 
by faith, namely, declaratively, faith declaring & aſſuring to us 
that wee ankles before ; we are ſaid to be Iuſtified by faith, 
becauſe weknow by.faith, that we are Tuſtified, 

Anſw : This cannot bethe meaning of that ſaying we are juſtified by 
faith: For, x Then we may in that ſence be ſaid to be 
Tuſtified by any other grace as well as by faith, yea by works of 
grace as well as by faith, becauſe theſe are evidences of. our Iuſtifi- 
cation: witneſs 1 lohn 2. 3,4,29. & 3. 7,10,14. Janes 2, 14.&c: 
For exawple, by l/oye ro the bretheren, wee know wee are tranſlated 
from death to hfe, and ſoarc Tuſtified ; ſhall any man now ſay that 
wee are Iuſrified by love to the brethren> that were dircaly to 
contradi& the Scripture, which ſaith we are not Iuſtitied by works. 
And yet if to be Jultified, mean no more bntto know we arc Iuſti- 
fied, then we may ſay indeed that we are Iuſtificd by works, which 
the Apoſtle doth (plainly Sclargely gainſay. And thectore to be juſti 
fied by faith hath a farther neaning,then only that we ace Laſtiticd, 

2 Bythelike reafon we might lay that the worl| was created 
by faith, which were a very abturd faying: an4 yet it is mol: true 
that by faith we anderſtand or knzy th.it the wild was created by 
th: ward of God, Heb:It, 3- Ang bytie like reafoa wee might 
ſay that wee are Ele&ed by faith; for by faith wee may underitad 
and know our eleXion. Ti ſuminis, though by faith we Know 
cur ele&ion, & the cication, yet it were an improper foeech, and 
{uch as the Scripture ucyecr uſeth, ro lay we are clecte.] by taich, or 
that the world vas created by faith; and in like foct, it wee an 
improper {pcec, and tach az the Scripture woul.l nepor have uſed, 
to ſay wee accIuitifd oy faith, if no more had ova rmcat hercoy, 
but only the knowled > of our Iultiticacion, 

Objet: 2 Gol ji. the ungodly, Roa: 4.5, 201 therfore ſuch as 


d 


have not faith, 


Aly: That d ta not follo---. r DPocaut that very text faith 
, thee un2odly ones a 4 & cre and tant Her fit vt wo lied [97 
r 3 eaſt. {3. 2 This exp ti >1 97 the wor | <4 om 


God I itifiertly td Cop od itot undatieyers, bs vtly commary to 
the Scriptures, venica lay tha Gold Julnticrb thote that du bye. 
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Fa::h Injtrumentally. 
and bare faith, Rom: 3. 2<.28,30, As 13..39% and none others 
John 3. 18, 3 The ungodly one in this text, is one that 
hath not fulfilled the hi of the Law; and fo to juſtifie 


the ungodly, is no more but tojultifie without the works of the Law 
ornot by works, which may be, ar] yet nor witbour faith, 

4 It wee ſhall extend the wo. turther, then we muſt not take 
that ſaying in ſ{#/# c0-2p5ſito, b:2t iu ſerfs divſe, that is, not that 
te is now when God jules] ...5 ſors +odly as to be without faith, 
but that he was fo herccotore, thou, 2 nov/ God bath given bim 
more grace. As when it is ſaid, 1c /.::5c ne ſhall leap as an Hart, 
and the dumb ſing, the blind ſc., I thc weaf bear, Ia 35. 6. Luke 
7.22. No manmuſt hcrupon imagin, that they did theſe things 
while they ſo remayned; for that was utterly impoſible, that a lame 
man ſhould leap as an Hart whilclt he remained lame, or a dumb 
man ſing whilclt he (till cemayned dumb; and fo of the reſt: bur 
i.c mearng is, they that were once lame, dumb, deaf, ſhould af- 
terwacd) be mabled to leap, (ing, ſee. & hearz theſe a&s ſhould 
be performe4 by ſuch as had ber: ſuch as is mentioned,though now 
they were wot ſuch, Wee may as well conclude from theſe rexrs, 
that blind men may ſee, while they conunue blind, & to of the reſt, 
as £ Conciude from the text in haad, that an ungodly man,an un- 
believer .» juttitie:d of Gd, whilelt he 1s an ung »dly man, an unbe- 
lievers Wien ſome rich man marryeth a poor beggar, we fay be 
married one that had ſcarce raggs to her back; bat the meani 
is not; that he married her in ber rapggs, but beſtowed on ber fittin 
apparrell, and fo married her. So God juſtifies the ungodly, fuck 
as had neunher faith, nor any other grace; but the meaning is nor 
that he jultities them'in their unbelief, bur beltaws tae grace of 
fairhupon them, an{l then Iuſtifies them, 


In believing we du not believe an untruth, but a truth, and Objeft: y 


thereſore it is 2 t:uth that we are Iuſtified afore we do believe, 


It is true indeed, that a man mult be Iuſtificd before hce can Anfw © 


rightly beheve him!'cl” ro be Iult.hed, bat not before he belicye oa 
Cirilt forl.ilt-tication, or unto rightcouſneſs, A man can not 
rightly believe that he 15 Tultitied, betore he be Tuſtified, for then 
bc thyild therin believe a talth»vd: nor can he be luſtificd afore 
he dv believe oa Cir itt los lalt:tication, I he Scripture [peakes 
Þitle of a mans beligying banteit to ve Lluſtiticd, bur much of be- 
licying 
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LP | Men juſtified by 
belieririg on Chrift chat he mighr be juſtified, Gal: 2416, Rom: 
20. 19, Nowtobdieycon Chriſt, is not-an aſſurance or perſwae 


: Gonof being luſtified already, bur is tha a&t of rhe ſoul, of the will 


A y 2 man comes to Chriſt, receiveth Chriſt, relyes 
on.Chrift, 'chuſerh-Chrift' &c: that in him be might be juftihed 


. and fayed. And whea this is done. then thre is room for that 


ter belief, or perſwaſion of being Iuftitied ready, bur not before; 
accordingro that. Ephe, r. 13. aficr ;e velieved, ye were ſealed with 
that * os of promiſe; To beleive a m1ns ſelf to be in a good 
and Luſtified eſtate, afore he have received'Chriſt'by faith, what is 
it, burthe yain p——_—_—_ & carnal. confi l-nce of poor deluded 
ſoules? as if a woman thould perſwade her (elf of title & inteceft 
to a wealthy mans: eſt ute, & yer was neyer married to him. There 
fore afore a man can bzlieye aright thar he is juſtified, he muſt ficſt 
be united an4 married to Chriſt, by believing 6n him, an thea 8 
therby he ſhall be juſtified indec, and fo he may fafely belicye 
his juſtification. | | 
All Gods people were juſtii2d when Chrift made fatisfaRtion 
for their ſiaas by his death: 8 refurreRtion, Rem: 4.25. b:e wes 
rajſed azain for our juſtification, NW this was aboye $600 yeats 
a20e, and therfore long afore our believing, - > -- 
Ic is true, the death & reſurre&iS of Chriſt wasJotg; afore our 
believinz, and afore we were born into the world. Bur-what ſhall 
be 1aid ro Abram, Iſaak, Jacob, David, and the relt of the Saints, 
that lived long afore the Incarnation of Chriſt > Ic can not be de- 
aycd bur that they believed atore che death & reſurretis of Chriſt. 
And fo, if all Gods people be a&ually jnſtiticd at the time when 


Chriſt ſuffered & role again, then it maſt follow, that chough ſome | 


of them be juſtifizd long afore they do believe, yer others have 
believed long afore they were juſtited, And fo by this conceit, 
wee {hull baye ſeyerall wayes for the juſtitication of believers, or 
the people of God, ſorne withoar faith & a long time afore it, & 
othecs not without faith, bur long time after it, Bat the Scripture 
knowcth but one way for ta {alyation of Gods people, whether 

lived in the times afore the comming of Chrilt in rhe tleſh, 
or {ince, and that is by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and faich in hin}. 
As 15, 1r. John 8, 56. The vert: & value of his death and 
odedicace being ſuca, as that it was ſuficient tor the nt" 

an 
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and {alyation of all true believers, even from the-foundetion. 
world, Rev: 13+ 8. and therfore in the times before his incatng- 
tion and as well as fince 


ing, So much is twuphtin John 3. 16, andelpecially in Job.6. 
C 2 
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s therof is no more bur this, cone © 
refurreQtion of 


38,39 
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Anſw: 


Ohet:6 ** God loves bus cle before they dobvlieve, and therfore they 


Ke 


. | Meas inflifad by 
3$0,39;45. where wo read tht Chrilt came down from heaven to do 
the ah bis Father inſaving of the Fle& ; and that this will was 
not that any ſhould baye 1! ; or rizh':0cGefs by Chriſt without 
ing; 19 fach- matter 3 bat) that 1: fever feeth the Sonn, an41 
bebeveth on his, ſhould 4ve c56-1:4 1'fe : This was the will of the 
Father, and this was that which was pectormed by the Sonn, And 
cherfoce thar a man ſhould aQualiy oe partaker of the juſtification 
of life { as the _ calls it Rom: 5. ) by the Sonn of God, afore 
he ſee the Sunn & believe on him, is contrary uato the appointmcr 
and holy will both of the Facher & che Sonn. 

| if a mini be juſtified in the fight of God when he doth believe 

and was not ſo before, then it may fecm that God is changed ? 
"Chis doth not follow at all, if we ſpeak of a change in Gods 
will, His work is changed indeed, and the ſtate of the crearuce is 
changed, but no changeat all in the will of God, becauſe it was 
the will of GoJ that the creature while in unbelief ſhoul be guilty 
of fia an4 weath 3 aad whea brought unto faith, ſhould then b:e 


juſttfied and cleared: So thut the change is in the crearure, ' and 


not in the will of Gad, Wahza the world was created, wh:ch be- 
foce was not, God is naw a Creator, and waz not ſo befyre, yet this 
2is only in the creature the objeX of God, will, but nacin 

God himſelf, noc in bis will. Yetoa? mgat oy this argument as 
well ſay that the world was from ercrnity, for fear of making a 
change in God, as {ay for that reaſon, thar jullitication is fron 
ereraity : for there is as much change in GoJ in that work of crea- 
Lion, as in this of juſtification. Ir is one thing macare voluntatem, 
to change ones will, another thing velle metationem, to will a 
change : of which the form2r is not in God, but the latter ; fo that 
by one andthe fam- unchangable will, he willech to haye the crea- 
ture for a time ina ſtareof wrath, and bondage to ſin & Satan &c: 
and afterward to call him out of that eſtate & to juſtifie hin. A 
—_ appoints his paticar to take one day one kind of medicine, 
ſecond day another, and the third day another ; here he wills a 
change inthe paticnt without any change of will in himlelft. Nor 
is there any change in God, though he w.lls the creature in time of 
its unbelief to be in a ſtare of guilcinzls, 8 upon its believing to be 


be in a ſtateof rightcouſnels, 


ace 


Faith 4; the Inſtrument. 


are juſtified afore, Anſw : This will not follow neither: an : 


For, can not God loye with a love of purpole, bur all the effects 
of that love mult necds be exhibiced forchwuh? Then we muſt 
lay the elect ace lanctified before they belieye, and gloryticd allo, 
toc both chele ace effects & frujes of his eternal love. And indeed 
WCe may as well lay that theſe are afore faith, and from eternicy, 
as to lay {oy of jultitication, becaulc all rhcle are fruits of Gods 
love as well as jultification iss Yea if juſtification mult be before 
faith, and trom erecmity, becauſe of this etecnal loye of God, haw 
then com meth it to pals char tae elect do not believe from etecniry? 
For luce it is, this calling of the elect & drawing them to Chcilt by 
taith, is a trait of Gods eveclalting loye, as well as juſtification is, 
Jer: 31+ 3 Burif notwithitanding this love of God we can yield 
There i> 4 Lune when the elect dy nut belieye, but are withour faith, 
Wee uutay as well yield acre is ati when they are not jultiti:d ; 
For thus loye of the Lord would proye the eternity of tae one as 
well as of tac uther, both being itreams from the fame fountain, 
and fruits tco:n cue la:ne root: and yer both in time, and oac of 
theut a gaalitication uf the other z Even as God loyes his ele& 
atore he zives Curut, ( toc out of tuatlove he gave Chriſt, Joh. 3.16, 
L juin 4+ 9,10, ) and yet wacn Chit is given, he doth chea bettow 
furunr cut ut nu loves Su vat ot Als luve he drawes the foul to 
Ca:ilt by taut, Jer: ZI, 3» and tizca makes that effect of his love 
A 4LUILCAO .UC 4 NEW 6 Lartace effect of his loye in juſtitication 3 
EVCL as jaliiiacarioa a qualiticativn tor glorytication, Rom: 8. 30» 

It juttincauun ve by faith, then ic is needtull f& every loul ro 
labour ui cue ule of meaiies tvs the attayning of this grace, becaule 
it 15 by thts tar we n.it be jJult:ficd it ever we be jultitied, Oh ler 
men coalider what a bicticd thung ic is ro be juſtitied, & ro have 11 
pardoned Plale 32. 1,2 and what a wofull milcry it is to remain 
under che guilt of 1iaa, roly & dy therin, John $, 24. Andthe 
Way aud 1ncancs tv nave it ocherwule, to elcape this milery 8 attaun 
thus bict{cdacis, is tas tairain che Locd Jelus Chriſt, All moral 
Vertues will aut Lufice witavur this; nonor all gifts of geac2, and 
boiy dutyes vt vbedience that are potliole to be. fo.ud where this 
fact i> wanting, Avram had many excellenc vectucs, and ca.lc 
lcrvice to Guy & ty men, and yer he is not juſtified by any vofche.ng 


bir oy tac only, 1 ham 19:5 f:4uth us 6 27g0ferle 10 plecſe 00d, 
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Heb: 11. 6. or to eſcape his wrath & everlaſting condenmation, Joh, 3, 
18,36, Mark 16. 16. Whart thouph there be righteouſneſs and 
merit inongh in Chriſt > yet this will not juſtifie us witbout faith, 
If a rich man would beſtow ſome precious pearl that is worth 
thouſands, and thouſands of pounds? this is enough indeed to make 
a beggar or broken-bankrupt rich, bur yet not till he do receive ir, 
Even ſo in this caſe; Iris not through want of merit and righ- 
teoaſneſs in Chriſt, but through want of faith in their own hearts, 
that many thouſand ſinners do periſh everlaſtingly. 
By what means may this faith be attained? 

I Itis good to be well informed of the nuſery of a man without 
faith, how ſuch an one for the preſent lyes under the wrath and diſ- 
pleaſure of God Iohn 3. 36. Heb: 11.6. how he is uncapable of 
mercy Math: 13. laſt, Heb: 3, laſt. how the meanes of grace will 
neyer do bim good, as long as he retwaiacs in that condition Heb : 


' 4+ 2. & thatſo continuinghis damnation is certain & unavoidable 


John 3. 18. Mark 16. 16. If thele rhings were well contidercd 
and thought on, it might by the bleſſing of God awaken ſecure 8 
unbelieving ſinners out of their ſinfull lec rity, 

2 Ir 15needfull for a man to be conv.nced that naturally hce 
wants faith : John 16.8, John 3,27. as the Apuitle confelſctuy 
Rom: 7. 18. »1 me, that us 1m my fi.jh there dweieth n1 good thug. 
Untill a man be conyinced of this, he will never ſeek for faith ; for 
who will ſeek for that, wherof he feels not any want; Nor will 
God give faith,zill men fee & feel their want & necd of it ; Luke 1s 
53- It isnot ner to give grace to them that tec n.» want of 
grace; burwhere he hath a purpoſe to beſtow it, there he firſt con- 
vinceth the ſoul of irs want, Ir is need: 1ll alfo ro be convinced of 
a mans want of power to believe of himſeli: Elte, if a man bring 
a faith of h.s own making, tbis is not faith of a right ſtump, for that 
is a / wt9 uf 14e 2peration of God, Col. 2. 12. Thertore the loul muſt 
be convinced of that Iohn 6. 44. and haye tae experimentall feeling 
of in himſcl\, thathe ca m1! cone ro Coriit by believing exeepr he 
be drawn ; and thecfors muſt feelinply cry out, Daw race that /[ 
may rimn ufo; ther, Cant. 1. 4» Yer an] farther, a man muſt be 
convinced of h's great & d.ep unworthynels t14t ever Go ſhould 
work faith in him, or give the graceo believing ro{ch a wretchz 
and this ia regacd of h.s many & great fius, inregacd of his (lipht- 
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ing of Chriſt, and grace many a time when ir hath been offered , 
in regard that there are rhouſands ochers in whom God may gloritie 
his rich grace, an4lethim dy without any part or portion therin. 
When a man comes to this, then if God work faith in bim, he will 
be very thankfull, and give God the glory of it; and God lpyes to 
diſpence all his fayours in {uch a way, as may be for che glory of his 
free grace. Ephes 1. 6. 

3 A third meancs for the begetting of faith, isa right & ſerious 
cont1deration of Gods promiſes, God bath made many great and 
precious promiſes um tus word, and the pondering and muſing on 
them, is one ſpecial meanes for the bepetting & itrengrhening of 
this grace: Adts15, 7, and Rom:1017, It rn. 4 promiſes 
that wee are made partakers of the d:vine nature, 2, Peter 1,4 
It is a great miſtake in tome poor fouls, to think that the promiſes 
are of nouſe, bur only to co.ufort them that are belicyers already, 

ca and tuch as know tixcioſclves io to bee z and therfore theſe as 
nk as they ditcern nut taith in themſelves, they dare medle with 
no promiſes, butlay them aſtde and let chem ly by, as things that 
do not concern them, but ouly concern others ; wheras one uſe 
ot the pcomules is for the begeting of fairh, And therfore when 
we can aot bring Hope & Faith to the promiſe, we mult go tothe 
promile tor them. =Thectore thou that art full of doubting and 
tearcs, do thou ſeriouſly conſider the promiſe, weigh ir, think much 
on it, pray oyer it, that God would give thee an heart to belicycz 
and if it will not bee at the firſt, think again, weigh it again, pray 
again, &c:; and by much yeiwing & gazing on it, God may work 
faith in thee, though thou hadit none before, as by much beholdwng 
the glory of the Lord mn the laſs of the Goſpel, wee are cranged mio 
the [ame Image, 2 Cor. 3.18. This may well be ;acant by that 
hiding of the Treaſure, Math: 13. 44,45. namely that he hides 
the promiſes of mercy in the Gofpel, in the bottom of his hcarr 
and foul, by ſcrious meditation and conlideration of them. 
Particularly, itis good to confidec the large extent of theſe pro- 
miles, how they arc general, excluding none but ſuch as by u1- 
belict doexclude themlelyes, as thele texts do witneld, Joh» 3+16. 
Rey: 22.17, Ilai-55. I. So thatno man may fay, I know nt 
whether I be ele&tcd, wherher God purpoſ? any good to me 8c: 
For the promiſe is geacral & indctinit; ro whoſoever wall _— 
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by faith. The freeneſs alſo of the promiſe ſhould be conſidered; 
Hai 55.1. without mony, without price. What can be more free 
then pift? that we may have mercy, if wee will receive it. God 
was not ſought unto by fallen man for mercy, bur he provides a 
means of mercy of his own accord, of his own love, Joh 3.16, 
which be had not needed to have done, bur that it ſo pleaſed him, 
Which may anſwer the obje&ion that the ſoul is wont to make 
againſt believing, from its own unworthynels, as not daring to 
beliere on Chriſt, unleſs it wece more holy, ſanRified &c: Ifa 
King make loye to a poor milk-maid, and offer himſelf to her, it 
is not for her to refuſe & put off the motion till ſhee be a Queen, 
for if ſhee march with him be will :2ake hera Queen though he do 
aot find ber one, 

4 It is uſevll in this caſe tothjnk m1ch and co1iler ſeriouſly 
of him that makes the promiſe ; his Name and 5l:1.d Artributes 
Iſai 5o. 10, as his Power, infinitely «b!e ro 4» w'iat ever we need, 
Rom: 4.21; 2 Tim: . 12. Math. 9.23. Plal. 115. 3. So his 
Truth and Faithfulneſs, that never did nor can deceive, nor fiyl to 

orm what ever he promiſeth, Heb- 6.18. & ir.1z, So 

his Grace & Mercy, his Wiſdom & G dacts, yea his very Juſtice 

it ſelf, might be þelpfull in this caſe ; for being jſt be w.ll aut re- 

uire ſatisfa&ioq twice, and once he hath received fatss'aXton in 

the ſufferings and obedience of Chriſt, To confifer thele Artri- 

butes of God might be very uſefull 8& helpfull in this caſe, as it is 

ſaid Plal. 34. 5. tory looked wnto h:m 2nd were 9-n:ds Bit one 

Cauſe o© the want or weakneſs of faith is, that me113k tov much 

A creatures, at ſenſe, at reaſo1, ar their own baſeacts, weakacs, 
uoworthynefs, and look not ſufficiently at God. 

5 A ferrous conideration of bum throuph whom all rhe pro- 
miſes are accompl ih 4, a1d mide good, might be alfy help. ull in 
this matter ; and that is tae Lad Jclus, wity is the mz wuour vf 
tat better Covenan, eff ablijh:d up a better promiſes, then the old 
covenant was, Heb: $.6, Nowin him there is, : Al 
frellneT, Cal: 1, 19, So» that what eycr we wait itis fully ro be 
had in him. /nh ns lW bn, Rightcon, a7, Sinlificaion, and 
Redemption, x Cor: I. 30, In him «© /ifs, lohn 14. 6 19. IW:'dom 
Col. 2.3. Rithteouſntſi, Jer. 23 6. Pate, Ephe. 2.14, the 


Spirit of Grace  Holyneſs above meſure, lon 3. 34« & 1.16, 
" : F 4p 
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Favour with God, Math: 3. 17. Col. 1.13. Power to conquer all 


the enemies cf our {alyation, as being King of kings, Lord of (bras 
1 Tim: 6.15. Able to Succaur in all Temptations, Heb:'2;:18% 


— 
— 


Muhty to Save, Iſai 63. I, God having laid belp upon him; bath 


laid help «por one that © Mighty, Plal. $9. 19. and able to fave 
to the uttermoſt all th.it come to God by him, Heb: 7.25. ' 2 And 
as there is in himall this Fullneſs, ſo there-is in him as much Fee3 
nels & readineſs, to communicate of this his fulneſs unto: them tha 
truſt in bim, and fue to him. When he was on earth, he invited 
mcn to come to him, and neyer any ſo did; but they were bolpen; 
and his hear is ſtill the ſame ; So that ke hath not loſt his merc 
by recciving glory, bur is ſtill - mwercyfwll high Prieſt on the behalf 
ct poor ſinners Heb: 2, 17. So that ſich as come to hins, be- will 
in #9 wiſe caſt chem away, John 6. 37. Therfore let #s ook «nto 
bim Ifai 45. 22. and ferioutly conſider this Apoſtle & high Prieft 
of our profejjion Heb: 3. 1. and as long as wee ſo do, we ſhall do 
well; burif we turn the ey of our mind from him, then we fall & 
fink through unbelief: eycu as it were with Peter, who as long as 
he kept his ey upon Chriſt, he.walked on the water, as firmly as 
you could do on boards : but when he looked too much on the winds 
aud waves, and kept not Chriſt in his ey, 1hew he began to fork, 
Math: 14. 30. 

6 Laſtly, It is good to conſider that to believe is not only 
lawfull, but a neceſſary commanded duty, and the contrary a 
Yricyous fin. Some ſay they could deſire to believe, if they thought 

cy might. May I? dare I, ſaith the ſoul, apprehend the promiſe 
and receive Chriſt > may I doit> which is as if one fhould fay, 
may I obey the Cormandement of God? may I do the will of 
God? which ought not to be a queſtion, And ſure it is,' God 
would gladly haye yee to belicyc, if it might be after him; (I ſpeak 


- of hisrcycaled will in his word) Elſe, what means that proteſt=. 


ing, that hee dclighteth not in the death of a ſinner Ezck: 33.11. 
That teſceching men to be reconciled to God 2 Cor: 5.20, That 
Commanding men to believe, 1 lohn 3.23. Commending C reward» 
ing ſuch as do, Math: 15, 28. Threatning & punmſhing the cot 
trary Mark 16. 16, John 3. 18,19, 236. Heb: 3. laſt, Andther- 
forc wheras the poor ſoul faith, dare.I believe > wee might rather 
wcrycil bow men dare refuſe; for this is to put horrible indignitp 
D | upon 
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| _ God, as if }e ment not as hee ſayes, but deals deceirfully and 
7 with poor ſianers; itis to make God 4 hzer 1 Tohn ſ- Io, 

As it the Godof Truth and Faithfullneſs had nothing to do, but to + 
diflemble and to deceive poor fouls; which ſhould be an abhorring 
toour thouzhrs to imagio, Conſider thea' that obedicnce is berrer 
then complement ; yea better then ſacrifice; and f:ith is a ſingular 
kind of ozedience, Rom: 1.7, If therfore the queſtion be, what 
ſhall I do to be ſaved, the anſwer from the Lo:d is, beleive inthe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thoa ſhatt bz ſaved : AQ 16. 30,31. And 
if the queſtion be, Bur how mayl do to b:licyc? the anlwer is, 
Cry mightily unto God, the giver of faith, that he would bleſs theſe 
and ſuch like meanes for the working of this precious and needfull 

acc. 

Oe 4 If juſtification be by faich, then it is needfull for every ſoul 
to examin and try themiclyes, waccher they have this faith or no, 
whether they be true believers or nat: For by this we arc j1ſtificed, 
and withour this faith we can n-t beJjuititied, nor have any: well 

ounded aſſurance cf ercrnal life. Sce bu: that one Scripture 
ohn 3. 18, 36. Hee that believith hath everl :ijting bf. 5 hee that 
believeth not ſhall not ſee life, but i5 531 lenn:d al-ea iy, nnd the wat 
of God abideth on him, and thea tcll me whether. it be nor needfull 
or men to try whether they have this fairh or nor. For which 
duty we baye allo a plain commandment, 2 Cor: 13. 5. Examine 
our ſelves, whether ye be im the f.tith or no. 

ObjefA: - VVhat needs this > For arc we not ail belicyers in Chriſt > we 

{are are not Infidel:? . NN 
. Anſw: 1 Toe heart ts deceiifull Jer: 17.9. Sothat man 

_ think in betrer then they are, Ba 3.17. Gal.6. 3. ie 
30. 12, 2 It is moſt certain all have not taith, bu many an 
one lives & dyes utterly deſtirate of this precious grace 2 Thel.3.2. 
Deat: 32. 25. 3 Yea many that enjoy ta2 Goſpel live under 
the means, and hear many a ſermon, ye: many of th-le l.yc, & dy 
without faith ; Heb: 4.2. Job1 12. 37,33. And tixrfore let it 
got ſeem a needleſs thing ro examine our ſelyes whether wee be in 
the faith or no. 

You will ſay, If there be any, or many that want faith, yet 
yoa are none of that number. Abiſw ; Stay a while till you 
conlider ſome ſignes 6 marks, wherby the want of this pracc may 
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bee known : which are ſuch as theſe. | | 
x From the general nature of faith, which is a ſupernatorall 
work of God, Math: 16. 17, Iohn 6.44. Eph. 1. 19. .Col:2.12. 
And therfore let a man have nothing, but what he hath by nature,. 
and it is mcſt certain he hath no faith; there is ſo much Arhiſme,. 
unbelief, d;ſtruſt, carnal confidence &c: in the natural and corrupt 


heart of man, that though. be may preſume, and though he may ' 


deſpair, yet while he hath no more but what he hath by nature, it 
is certain he neither doth nor can believe... Yea though be may: 
perform ſome aCts of moral obedience to the Law; at the leaſt in 
outward things, there being ſome ſeeds as it were for ſuch things 
left in nature Rom: 2.14.. yet there are no ſeeds left at all tor 


Eyanpclical faith ; but this muſt be wrought and created by the 


gr ms: & Almighty power of God.. Which ſhws the faith. 
of many to b2 yain, and nothing but a meer conceir, becauſe they 
have nothing in them bur meec nature, nothing that needed 
Almighty power for the pro4acing of it: their faith is bur a fai 


of their own making, they never having found any et difheulty. 


in beleiving ; that we may ſay their faith is too ealily gotren to be 
ought worth, 

2 Alccond ſigne may be taken from the means of working faith,. 
which is the miniltery of the word, by miniſters ſent of God for 
that purpoſe ; ſo much is plainly taught in Rom: 10. 14,5, 17. 
Acts 15.7. 2 Cor 3. F. And thecfore where there is faith, there 
can not bur be an high prizing of the word, and of the miniſters 
thcrof, as the inſtrumental cauſe & means of faith. A man can 
not eſteem liphtly of the word, if he have any faith, becauſe by 
the word his faith was begotten: nor lightly eſteem of the mu= 
niſters, becauſc by them in theſe dayes the Lord uſually 
faith: For the formec of theſe fee Pal. 119. 93. & Jer: 15,16. 


I will never forget thy Precepts; by thems thos haſt quickned mee 3. 


whey are th; jy CF rejoyeing of my heart: And for the 

Rom: 10. 15, Gal. 4.15, How beautifull are the feet of ſuch men ? 
they would have pull: 1out their eyes, if it had ben Pp2jſible ro have 
given Pau!. VVbart ſhull then be thought of then tha lightly 
eſteem the word of G-d> To bar it, or not to hear ir, are mac 
what both alike tothem; and whea they come to the affembly, 
they regard bur little bow they thece behaye them{lyes, banks 
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liberty to wandcing thoughts, and gazing looks, or elſe fall faſt 
it may be by balfa dozenat a time, If theſe men have any 
o—_—_ the word; and if they have none, yer if 
- they ever muſt haue any, it muſt be begotten by this means. And 
is2it.paſlible they d haye any faith, or any true deſire of faith, 
who do no mofe eſteem the meancs therof? And what may bee 
thought of them thar deſpiſe the miniſters of the Goſpel> who are 
fo farr from counting their feer beaurifall, that they rat!.cc rake 
ure to yex them, moleſt them, or ſuffer them almoſt ty ftarye 
want of neceſſartes? Ir is by the minifters of Chriſt that men 
are brought to believe ; and can they be coſited belicycrs,by whom 

the fairhtull miniſters of Chriſt are diſpiſcd or lightly cſteemed >. 
.3 - Athird evidence againft many, tizat they want this grace of 


faith, may be taken from the conſideration of the fubje&t in whom | 


this faith is wrought, which is none other bur a poor loſt humbled 
ſaul, a foul that is convinced of ics finfalnets & wretchednels, of 
. itsinabilicy to help jr-delf, and of irs.utrer unworthyneF+ to receive 
apy: help or mercy from God, and therfore mourning in the feale 
herof. Such as thele are the men that are invircd to come to Chriit 
Math: 11.28. that is, to bclieyc on him; and {uch as thelc ic 15 
whom hee came to ſich and to ſtove, Luke 19. 10, but 4: {not come to 
call others Math: 9.13. Andthertorc where this is wanting, we 
can not ſec that there can be any faith. And the reaſon is plain, be- 
cauſe till men be bro: 2i ro this, they neither will nor can belicye, 
That they will not, is evident in the jews, who through want of 
this that here is ſpoken of, 4:4 nt [11:7 20 the rite ucſs of ol 
51 Chriſt Jeſus Rom: ro, 3. ar] for this cauſe, cor Saviour tells 
them John Fe 40. yer will no! cre to m2, that ye ray have bifes 
Till the prodigal bad ſpent all his portion, and be2an to feel hizafelf 
be in want, he never thought of returning to his tathers houic Luke 
15. Andthat witaout tht humol» & lowly frame, won can not 
belicye is plain from that of our Saviour John 5.44, 451 cm pe 
believe, who ſeck, honour on? of anrh.;, an4 {ch mit the mn 1 Ot 
commeth from God on/y* So trat till men be change] trom mis ſpirit 
of pride, ſelf-conccitedaels, and yain glory, and bu bro:;zy1 to tre 
abaſement of ſpirit, and {cl.-dzayall, our favionr tcl us they will 
not, nay they can not bclievc. [low ſinnil 2 man DLGES [019 
25 be feels the ground with his feet? how {Þall hc build hs houte 
upon 
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npon the rock, as long as the fand is not by deep di renidved 
and caſt away? Luke 6. 48. In like fort; how a man believe 
till he be taken off from all his own bottom, by a f{pirit of humilias 
tion, _ _— - Argoe on ran 
unwortbyneſs in t to > monrning in 
fight & ſence therof, and lamenting after Chriſt? Till men bee 
brought ro this in ſome meaſure of truth, there can not be any ſaving 
faith: . Till the fallow ground of a proud & hard heart be broke 
, men do but ſow among thorns, Jer: 4. 3,4» the faith which 
os have is but a temporary faith at the beſt, and ſuch as will nog 
| continue, becauſe the (tonineſs of the heart hath not been remoyed 
by the work of Gods ſpirit in conviction, contrition, & humiliatiog 
Math: 13. 5,6,20,21. And from this it is that ſo many profeflors 
do {1 teactully fall away ;z that one becomes a meer workdling, an 
other talls to profancneſs & looſe living, another turns opinioniſt,. 
d:inkin2 in the poyſon of ſome pernicious tenent ; all this apoſtacy. 
is becauſe they never were belieyers in truth, for then they ſhoald: = 7: 
not have {allen away, and why were they not belieyers in truth; < 
even 'rom }:cace, becaule the ftourneſs & ſtoninels of their hearts: © © 8 
was nzver taken away. Od therfore all you that are profeflors of - | * 53 
the Guipel, and think ye do b-licve, examin well your ſelyes upar ' 8 
thi> point of true humiliation; for if there yo.1 be not right, your; 
faith is not right, nor will it hold out and continue in the day of - ——— 
tryail, "Fs 

4 A fourth triall may be takea from the obje& of faith; and 

tre is tobe conhideced the object of fairh que juſtifica!, and qua: 

14,3, woah dotiuſtifie, and 4s it doth juſtifie: In the for» 
racr rtpeet, the object of laith is che whole word of God Acts 24+ ., 

14. what God can ſpeak, it can & doth believe, when it knowes 

ic22 be ſpoken of God, which dilcovers the faith of many to be 

15411 becaule tho1gh they tay they b.heve the promiſes, yet 

the, odlieve not the commandemeats, © for thea tacy would obey 

Lic, 21] afſont to them wich their whale hearts nor do they be- 

Love EN Unenming, or mia they darit not fo {ecurely continue 

+ infin, but woalld tuely rreme!le & be afraid becuuic of $©em z as 

P:al. 19, 125, Itai 66. 2,5, Holy David 44 & ! ev2 12: Cote 

1+: 14.4498 Vinh, 119, 66, and fo did bleſſed Pau', conteiiing 


1 - 
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and ſuch as b: delighted in, Rom: 7. 12,22. As for them that c1n 
not endure to be ruled by the Law & the Commandements of ir, 
nor to be awed by irs threatnings, their faith is not ſound, as nor 
believing the whole word of Gol, though they pretend a belief of 
that pare which conſiſts of promiſes. In the latrec reſpe& the 
object of faith is Cheiſt onl , and his righteouſneſs: Hee is that 
blefied promiſed ſeed, thar is chiefly intend:d in the promiſe to 
Abram, and which his faith did mainly look at John $. 56. and is 
the obje& of true faith as ir doth juſtifi: & ſave ; ARts 16. 31. Joh. 
Z- 16,36.. Therfore where there is this faith, there will be many 
thoughts of Chriſt, many deſires after him, many longings for him, 
an high prizing of him, to count him Precions I Pet. 2. 6,7, the 
cheifeſt of ren thouſands Cant: 5. Io. A pearl & treaſure, warthy te 
bee bought with the ſal: of all that ever a man hath Math: 13. 44, 
46.. andthat all other things are but {273 an d:mng in compariſon of 
this Chrift and his righteonſn:ſs, Phil. 3. 7,8,9. Therfoce where 
the ſoul ſcarce eyer thinks of Chriſt, or dxthnot much eſteem him 
and prize him, or not ſo eſteem him as to cont health, wealth, 


| freinds, liberty, life it ſelf, and all a man own rizhteouſnels, and 


what __ be named _— creatures, to be all _ Wt 
compariſon of this Lord Jeſus Chriſt, there we may be well affuced 
that as yet there is not any faith, Luke 14. 26. n 
5s Laſtly, Such an excellent grace as faith, can not be with- 
out many excellent effeRs & fruits: ſuch as are Hunility, Purity, 
Love, weanedneſs from the world, 8 the like. Furlt for /ſ»milty, 
aſoul that is lifred up wich bigh conceits of its elf is deſticute of 
faich, for ſuch a frame, and true faith arequite contrary 8 incon- 
fiſtant; Hab: 2. 4. therfore the text ſaith, the [3--! of [ch 41 one 55 
not wpright in him : Look at them that haye beer moſt eminent in 
faith, as David, Paul, the Centurion, the wo:nan of Canaan, and 
we ſhall find they have eycr been low-thoughted of themlelyes ; 
Pal. 131. 1,2. Eph. 3.8. £ Tim: 1. 15. 1 Cor: 15.9. Math: 8. 
8. Mach: 15.27. For Purity, faith doth ferca ſach vertue 
from the blood and ſpirit of Chriſt, an4 the pro.aile, as doth ſo 
fvrifie the heart, AQtS Iy. 9. & 26. 18. that ig Cannot allow of 
any (ia, but wf.cinedly hates itall, Rom: 7. 15. and {over holy- 
Pſal. rg. 5, 97. And for weanedneſs from the world, 
che example of Moles is notable, who by his faith ref-yed a4 = 
* plea 
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Pleaſures, profitt, and preferments of Pharaols Cont: pre 
the ſociety of the ſamts, and the very rebuke of Chrift before them all ;. 
Heb: 11. 25,26, And therfore it is ſaid, that faith « the vittory 
that overcomes the world, 1 John 5.4. So that by it the heart is 
preſerved from being too much d1ſ.ouraged, when worldly comforts 
are wanting, I Sam: 39. 6. Hab: 3, 17,18. and taught ſo much 
the more to draw neer to God at ſuch times Plal. 56. 3. & 109.4, 

Laſtly this faith doth ſo work by love, Gal. 5. 6. (and love wee 
know is the fulfill.ng of the Law Rom: x3. 10.) that where there 
is this faith, there can not but be obedience to all the will of God, 
Heb: r1. 8. &c: and the more faith the more obedience, and the 
more good works ; wheras a faith that hath not works is dead, & 
no betrec rhea the faith of Divels, Jam: 2. 19,20. 

If now upcn examination & triall, a man ſhall find bimſelf 
withour faith, oh then ler ſuch an one bewayl his condition, and 
ſeek unto God for this precious faith, in the uſe of ſuch meanes as 
were mentioned in the precedent ule. Bar if ir ſhall be found upon 
duc and torious {carcn tc be ortherwile, then let ſuch a man bee un- 
feyne.lly thanktuil & co fortable, 8 that ſhall be the next uſe. 

Fer if piſt:fication be by faith, then they that truely believe 
can never be luhicicntly thanktull, inasmach as now they are counts, 
ed juſt & rightcows in che fight of God. Conſider either the con- 


trary tothis jaſtitied cltare, or the thing it {of and wee ſhall ſee 


there is in it macycilo.1 great caule to be thankfull and rejoyce. 

For the formec; let theſe particulars be minded : 

I Thatit is amonzſtthe preatelſt of mileryes, when a man 
ſhall be without the forg:vnels of bis fians: So much is manifcſt 
by tne /474niations of the godly, who have greatly lamemecd this 
thinz, Pla!.go., 8. Job 7. 20,21. As allo by the /mprecations 
a./anſt the wicked, againlt whom it is wiſhed as the greateſtevill, 
that H02.C [rns mii: nat be covered, nw Glotied Oct, Nehe, . Fo 

Fl. 109. 14. The Commons allo of God do ſhew rhe ſame; 
for it is threarnc(l & denyunced againſt men as one of the ſocelt of 
Evil, tat rc [trns ſhall ſy down with them 143 toe duſt, that they 
jel oy in ter ſrnns, and thu the Lord will never forge: their wicked 
works, Job 22, ir, Tohn$. 24, Am»8.7., And Laſtly, when 
che Apottle reckons up the inconveniencies & milchicts that muſk 
unavoidavly follow, it Chriſt be not riſen from the dead, he _ 
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this as one of the worſt, that then we are yer in our fins : If Coriff 


benot riſen faith be, then ss our preaching vain, and your fanh van, 
yea and yee are yes in your ſims © Cor: 15. 14,17. All whichdo 
clearly Thew, that it is a dolefull & dreadfull condition to be with- 
out the the pardon & forgivnels of {inns. 

2 As dolefull 8 dreadfull as it is, yet till a man attain this be- 
nefir of: juſtification, all his fins do remain in Gods light as irejh & 
clear, asthe very day when they were firſt comitted- therfore they 
are (aid to be written with a pen of yron, and the point of a a:amond 
Jer: 17.1. to be ſowed up as ina bagg & [ealed Tob 14. 17. that they 
might not be out of the way, or hard to find Aud our Saviour 
ſpeaking of ſuch as then were, (many of them ar leaſt) dead & gone, 

aith, (not they were, but ) they are theevs and robbers, lonn 10.8. 

mtimating that the guilt of thoſe {inns did cleaye unto them, freſh 
in the ſight of God to that day, oy ny is a tcaitor to this day, 

Cain a murtherer to this day, and all unbelicying tinners, unjuſti- 

fied perſons, whether alive or dead, the guilt of all their tinns doth 

remain upon them to this day. 

3 Andif fo, then though conſcience may be aſleep and be- 
nummed for a time, yet the time will come when it will awake, 
to the galling, and vyexing and tormenting of the guilty ſoul, with 
moſt dreadfull terrours & horrours ; hence we read ot Cain crying 
our in the anguiſh 'of his ſoul, my ſin is greater then 1 can bear, 
Gen: 4.13, and of Judas crying out, / haye ſinned in letraying 
innocent blood, & in diſpair going to the halter to let out his wretch= 
ed ſoul, Math: 27. 4,5. Yea & Joſephs brethren apprechending 
themſclyes in ſome danger in Egypr, have this dolcfull ditty in their 
mouths, wee are veril; grilty concerning our brother, 1 17at we ſaw 
the gp of bis ſoul when he beſ, cught us, and wic would not heavy ; 
and ther fore 1s this evul come upon #5, Gen: 42,21. So that if ſin be 
unpardoned, though conſcience for the preſent may be aſleep and 
quiet; yet a time will come when this ſleepy Lyon will awake and 
roar, 

4 And this is certain, that if the guilt of fin remain, the pu- 
niſhment therof can not alwayes be ayoided, though it may 
forbom or with-holden for atime, For the Lord is a juſt Ged, 
#nd will by no means clear the guilty Exod: 34. 7. but rribwlation & 
ang:11h, mdignation and web, ſlut ene day taks held of cvery one 

; thas 
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that doth evil, on the few firſt and alſo on the gentiles Rom: 2.8,9. 
Sinn makes a man indebted to Gods juſtice, and ing what 
God is, how his wrath is 4 conſamng fire, Heb: 12. laſt. it needs 
therfore be a fear full thing to fall mto the hands of this &ymg God, 
Heb: 10.31, For how can a mans heart endure, or bis hands bes 
ſtrong inthe day that God ſhell deal with hun. Ezek: 22+ 14+» who can 
dwell with that devouring fyre? who can ſland with thoſe everlaſting 
burnings * Ilai 33. 14, 
; _ a dolefull thing it is to haye ſin unpardoned, aud to be un- 
| jp cds 

But on the other fide, See what happineſs ir is to baye inn re- 
mitted, and the perſon juſtified : x Itis <— 
David, Hezekiab, and others as a point of great bleſſedneſs, Plal, 
32. 1,2, lai 38, 17. Pal. 85.2. 2 It is alſopromiſed as a 
ſpeciall bleffing of the new covenant, that God will therin forgive 
the miquities of his people, and remember their ſinns no more. Jer: 3I« 
34s 3 The godly have carneſtly ſought it at Gods hands 
by prayer, which they would not have done, had it not been in 
their citcem a great bleſſing, Hoſea 14. 2. Plal. 25. 18. & gl.1,2, 
9. 4 Irtis ſacha bleſling as that if it be once graunted, it 
ſhall never be recalled, but ſhall abide for ever ; ſinns, once par- 
doned are ſo caff into the depth of the ſea, Mich, 7, 19. that 
can uever be found any more er: 50 20. ner will God call them to 
remembrance again er: 3I. 24s 5 Ir is ſuch a com leat 
and perfe& bleſſing, that God doth not only pardon ſome of tie 
{inns of his people, but even all thery ſins &> rreſpdſſes whatloeverz 
Tr Tohn 1,7. Col:2.13. Plal. 51.7. lfait. 18. 6 Andon 
this ground they are bidden be f good comfort Math: 9. 2. and 
the Prophcts muſt ſpeak comfortably unto them, becanſe ther um 
gGuHity W-1S pardoned Iſai 40s Il,-2s 7 It is ſuch a bleſſing, 
that it ſhall undoubtedly be followed with eternall life and glory, 
Tit. 3. 7. Rom: 8, 30. which may be one realon, why it is called 
juſt fication of life Rom: Fo 18, : 

All which things confidred, both the milery of being ſtill under 
the guilr of ſin, as unpardoned, 8c the happineſs of a juſtified eſtare, 
They therfore that have title to ſuch'a great bleſſing as paar 
is, have caule for ever to be comforted, to be thankfull ro God for 
to great a bletſing; And all m the portion of true — 

ar 


» 
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Anſw : 


AMen juſtified by 


For they arethe men to whom the Lord doth nor impute ſin, but 


breoaſne(s , and whom he juſtifies freely by his grace in Jelus 
Chriſt; ſo that as righteouſneſs was imparted ro Abram, even fo 
- It isand ſhall beto Kr thar are believers, who are the children of 
Abram, righteouſneſs ſhall be imputed to them alſo; Rom: 4. 5,11, 
23,24. Gal. 3. 7,9. Rom: 3. 22,25,26,30, AC 19. 43. & 13.39. 
. Know therfore all you that are true believers in Chrilt, that your 
{anns ace pardoned, and your perſons juſtitizd 8 accepted in Chriſt 
Jefus: Gol is now reconcile.l co you through bis dear Son, & your 
fins ſhall never be laid unto your charg?, for you are juititied and 
cleared in Gods fight, an4 eherfore be glad m the Lord, and rejoyce 
yes juſt and juſtified perlons, and jho for joy all yee that are np- 
right #1 heart ; Plal. 32,10, : 

Bar what need; mach to be ſaid for the comforting of bliey- 
ers? will not they be forward of 'themſelyes to take the comfort or 
their juſtification ? | 

Many indee\ that are deſtitute of faith are forward enouzh, & 
too m1ch to apply comfort to chemſelyes, waea it doth not belong 
nnto them, as Cucrs in the houſe are ready to {nach ar toe childcons 
bread, and rua away wit! it as if it wecea portion foc ten: as 
Haman, whea the King bar ſpake of the man whom the King de- 
lighted co huaour, pretently applyed rheſpeeca to himſclt, thinkin x 
whom wil the King 93n9ur rainer then my ſelf, Helt. 6. 6. Bur 
they that are belieyecs in4ze4, have many tim?s need to be com- 
forte concecnin2 their juſtification ; an4 chertoce the Lord ſpeaks 
fo earnz(tly to his Pcopacts Iſai 42. 1,2. Comport yes comfort ye m 
people, and ſay unto feruſulem that her vmuqmity 1s pardoned, inti- 
mating therby, that his people have ſometiines need, yea much need 
to be cotorred cocerning the pardon of their fins 8 tixir juſtificatis, 

For tho1zh they be behwvans and their {inns pardoned, and their 
juſtified in Chriſt, yer ſo:ntimes they caa tcarce belieye thems 
ves to be ſo bappy ; as Job, 1-2ugn he had called and God had 
anſmytred him, yet wild [carcely belizpe that God had harkned to his 
voyce, Job 9. 16. Anl David, cthxuzh Nathan had tol\{ bim that 
the L7rd had put aw iy his jinn, ani i194 hee ſhe! 1 nxt dy, 2 San: 
I2. yethe isnot (0 q iickly pecſwa:4 8&1» eafily fatisfied touch- 
ing this point, bur thar after chis he ſtill prayes & cryes for pardoa 
P 


FI, a5if be b1d never beard thoſe word) of the Prophet : a 
A1 


Faith Inſtrumemally. 


Faith is not like other graces & dutyes, which have ſome (though 
E 2 
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And as the children of God haye many times need to be com- 
forted touching this point, ſo the :ainiſtry of the word is a means 
of Gods ordayning for the comforting of them ; Iſai 57. 29. 1 Thel. 
3-2. I{ai 40. 1,2. and therfore to comfort them concerning their 
juſtification, muſt not be lookcd at as a needlels labour, 

If God do give them fairh, and therby do juſtifie them and 
pardon their ſins, why do they not know it > and how commeth 
it to paſs that they are pardoned & juſtified in heayen, and nor, in 
their own conſciences allo? 

This commeth to pals ; x To ſhew thatnot - 
faith & forgivneſs, but eyen comfort it {@lf, is the free gift of God, 
and depends not neceſſarily 8 infallibly ſo on faith, repentance 8c: 
but that theſe: may be, and yer there be little comfort & joy, at 
leaſt for a time; And thertore it is that God is called 1be God of 
comfort, 2 Cor: Tt. 3. and his #þiru the Comforter, Iobn 14+ 86 
IJ. & 16. and God is ſaid to be hee that Fheaks peace wnto his peo 


ple, Plal. 85.8. all to ſhew that peace and comfort and joy are 


bleſſings, the diſpencing wh erof the Lord hath reſerved in his own 
hand, According to that Job 34. 29. when bee grueth quietneſs, 
who can make trouble ? and when he hideth his face, whe can behould 
him. 2 Ittbus cometh to paſs, that the godly may feel the 
ſmart 8 bitterneſs of fin the more, and ſo be more deeply humbled 
in lence therof. 3 Thatthcy may be more watchfull after- 
ward. It David like bis broken bones, and his roaring all the day 
long, &c: then let bim be bold to be tampering with fin. again. 
But by this meanes God keeps his children from turning again to 
folly, they know why it hath coſt them befure, and they will no 
more NR pleaſure of ir fo dear. 4 That they may 
learn to be the more pittyfull ro others in the like diſtreſſes; as 
Chriſt aſt ſuffer C be tempted, that be might fuccour rhems that 
are tempted: Heb: 2. 17,18. 5 Thatthey might after- 
wards more heartily and chearfully prayſe and laud the Lord ; as 
they that have been in deep afflitions and are dejivered out of 
the ſame; Plal. 107 6 Laſtly this commeth to 
paſs through the difficulty and ſupernaturall way of believing. 
Narurall conſcience expe&s juſtification by works, and thertore 
hath much adoe to cloſe with mercy in a way of free grace. 
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obſcure) footſteps in the naturall diQates of conſcience, as to wor- 


- ſhip God, loye God &c: Rom: 2. 14. but faith is wholly ſuper- 


natural, Math: 16. 17. fo that Adam in his innocency knew not 
this way of believing in, and truſting to the righteouſnc!s of a Re- 
deemer & mediator. As Chriſt, the obxe& of faith is only by 
divine reyelation, no counſell of men or Angels could eyer have de- 
viled ſuch a way of juſtification, fo faith it ſelf asthe organ and 
inſtrument to apply this righteouſneſs, is not by humane light, bur 
wholly from above. And faith being thus ſupernatural, itis therfofe 
the more difficult, not only to be attained, bur alſo to be diſcerned, 

How then may faith & juſtification be known, that one may 
haye the comfort of the ſame? 

It is good for a man to examine himſelf by the trialls before 
mentioned, from the principall efficient, the inſtrifmental means, 
the objeR, the ſubjeR, and the cffeR> of faith, Bur withall ic 
is needtull ro pray for the illumintrion of GoJs ſpirit, which is able 
to cleac up our faith and our juſtification by faith; but without 
this it will never be ſatisfyingly ditcecned & known, Forir is the 


Spirit that /be44ern avrord the love of Lod mio ozr heurts, Rom: 


Fo Fo witneſſeth that we are the children of God Rn: 8, 16, ſealeth 
believers to the day of redemption Ephe. I, 13. S& 4. 30. and enables 
* to knw the things that are ficely grven 14 of 004 1 Cor: 2, 12, 

Two things concerning juſtification have been ſpoken unto 
already, v7: the chief author or etficient of it, which 1s the Lord, 
and the inſtrumental cauſe or means of it which is faith. 

In the next place, wee are to conlider of the third and laſt 
particular here expreſſed, and that is the torme or manner of ir, and 
that is by imputing, accounting, or reckoning 3 He counted 3: to him 
for righteon/neſs, VVhence the Doctrine is, 

That, As ju/:fcation is from God 45 the Author of ut, and by 
faith as the inſtrument or means of it, ſo jor the forme or manner of 
#, its by accountin?, reckon, 0 mpurmnge 

I name theſe three Engliſh words, as our engliſh tongue uſcrh 
them all, though they all import the ſame thing, one & the ſame 
word in the originall being totimes engliſh-4 by one of them, 
and ſorntimes by another. 

Now for che tarther opening of this point, it is to be obtecye 
that there are three things which are fa to be imputed or not 
impured ia this matter of juſtification; Sin , Facch, & Riphtcoulncſ,, 


UMI. 


Firſt of all Sinn, and of this the Scripture phraſe is negative, 
that 1in is not imputed, when a man is juſtified. is exprethon 
of the not umputing of ſm is found in ſuch ſcriptures as thele, Rom: 
4-8. Plal. 32.2. 2 Cor: 5.19. in which places the Holy-Ghoſt. | 
ſpeaks of jultification. Ia like ſort is the word uſed 2 Sam: 19. 
19. andin that of Paul 2 Tim: 4. 16. where be prayeth that their _ 
lin th.zt forſock, him wn his appearing before the Emperony. maght net 


| 
| 


«bc laid to their charge, or not imputed unto them ; for it is the ſame - 
word that is often engliſhzd imputed, in Rom:4. So this. phraſe 
importeth that when the foul is juſtified, his fin. is not accounted, E 


imputed c : reckoned to him at allin the ſight of God, bur he ſtands | 
clear before him as if he bad neyer finned. : - 20Y 
2 Faiths [aid to be mpated ; Rom: 4 5,9,2 232 324+ And 2 
how is that meant, when faith is {aid to be impured? There are L 
two waycs buw that is underitvod : Firſt of all, when faith | 
+ itſelf is laid to be imputed, thar is, to be impured & reckoned to 
us as ur own, though it be nor our own any otherwiſe then as the 
gitt and wogk of God in us, according as it is laid zo ve the gift | 
of God Phil. 1.29. Epbe. 2.8. 4445 no man ca come to Chr \ 
(that is belicye in him ) except he be drawn oy the father, loh.6.44. 
But yer whea God hath giyen faith, be then impures and reckons 
this faith aSours, tho.ig i himſelf have wrought it in Uss And tais 
may ſecm to be needtull, rothe end that Chritt 8 his righreoulſnels 
which by faith we pollels, may be Our Own and impured & ceck- 
ned to us as our owa, For though Chriſt; righteouinels bea per- 
tect righteouſneſs, and we poſſels it by faith, yet bow can ir be ac- 
counted ours, unleſs faith ir felf the meancs of poſlefliag it, bee 
counted ours? but when faich is accounted ours, then tae righte= 
outnetJof Chriſt poſſcted by faith, is accounted ours allo. It we 
rake the imputing ot faith in this tence, then whea faith is fald to 
be impured, or counted for righteuulneſs, that particle [for juſt 
not bc ſo underitoud as if faith it ſelf were in the room and ſtced of 
righteouſnels; for it hath been ſh:wel afore, that luch an app<c- 
heation will not ſtandor agree with cruch. But the word[fr, doch 
kcre only note why, or wacctore, a> if it were rendered fas 15 Le 
prica, m9 T1910 1/1, NT 1 to lay, to the end we may attain 
to 1ghteoutnel,; Ani in another. piace the tame prepolticon 1s 
eugiuthed Hits, EW.CE a ie Voie - Rum; Ic, 13. Wh tac Rate 
S 3 Tx! 
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- Juſtification ts 
man belieyeth no righteo1ſneſs,with the month confeſſion is made 
wato(alvation: and (o it might be here Rom: 4. faith is imputed 
wnto righteouſneſs, This expoſition of the phraſe when faith is 
faid to b2 accoiited or imputed for righteouſneſs, is given by ſome 


- M:. Forbes very godly & judicious, and I mention it as worthy conſideration. 


Bar that ſenſe of th2 word which is more uſually given, and 
wherinl ſhoald reſt, is whea faith is taken relatively A its object, 
which is Chciſt & his righteo1ſnels; and ſo theſe words f.uth i 
accounted for righteouſn;ſi, have this meaning, that Chriſt and his 
righteouſneſs are ſo accoznted. For as hath been (h:wed afoft, it 
is not unuſuall chat faich ſh>».ald be taken in this ſeale, namely, for 
its obje& Chriſt Jeſus. That which in one verſe is call faith, in 
another is called Chriſt ; Gal. 2. 16,17. ſolikewiſe Gal. 3.2325. 
of which ſenſe more hath been ſpoke.1 afore, 

3 Theceis yet another exptcilioa in this matter of imputation, 
and that is the 19puting of ri2hteou/nei, Which phrale 1s uleJ * 
Rom:4.6,rr. 

So thea for the for n & mnn?r of juſtification, there is the not 
imputing of fian, an\ rhe imparting of righteouſneſs, and the im- 
puting of faith unto righteouſneſs, 

Bar for farther opening of this point of Imputation, ſundry 
queſtions may be propoled, v7: 

x VVhatis that righteouſneſs which God dotl impute unto us 
for our juſtification? 

It is rhe righteo'1ſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, our Redeemer 8& Me - 
diatour, that which was wrought by himin his owa perion ; this 
_ of his is impure unto us by God, and the impatation 

of it is the formal cauſe of our juſtification. 

That this righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to us, ſuch reaſons 
as theſe may make manifeſt : 

x Ifrighteouſneſs be imputed / as the text plainly & expreſſly 
affirms that itis, Rom: 4. 6,1.) then it muſt either bee our own 
righteouſneſs that is ſo imputed, or elle the righteouſneſs of ſome 
other. Bat our own righteouſneſsit can not bee ; for wee being 

all ſinners have none ſuch of our own as can juſtific us ; Rom: 3.10, 
Plal. 143. 2. Ifai 64 6, And beſides, this righteouſnels is ſaid ro 
be imputed without works R531: 4.6. that is without our own 


works; ſo that the righteouſaels of our owa works is not imputed. 
; Ir 


by Impntation. 39 
It muſt then be the righteouſneſs of another : Now that other can : | 
be noue elſe bur Chritt alone. Auy other whoſe righteouſvels may 
be imputed for juſtification, beſides Chriſt can not be imagined. 

2 Thetext is plain that we are juſtified by Chriſt & his righ- 

teoulneſs : Jer: 23. 6. Lai 45. 24,25, Rom: 5. 9,'9: 1 Cor: 1s 
30, Anditlo, then bis righteoulnels is imputed to us, becauſe p 
there is no other way how it can be comunicared to us but by im- 
putation. And yet communicated it muſt be, elſe how ſhall wee 
be juſtifed by it? Riches, Pearls of great value, can make no man 
jr till they be applyed and become his owa ; and to it is in this 
Calc, | 

3 As weare mad? ſinners by the fin of Adam, ſo are we made 

righteous by the righteoulneſs of Chriſt ; Rom: 5. 19, x Cor: If» 

22. But we are made ſinners by the fin of Adain by impuration g 
tor the guilt and paniſhment of that finn can no othecwile be made 
ours: Aud therture we are made righteous by the righteouſneſs of 
Chrilt by impuration, 

4 Look how Chriſt was made a ſinner by our Gann, ſoare wee 

made righteous by his rightcoutnels, 2 Cor:5.2t, Now how A 
was Chrult made a tinnec by gur finn ? not inherently, as if there 
were any {in inherent in him, either in his acart or li ;z the Scrip- 
tuceis cxprels againit that, Heb: 4. 25. I Pet: 2. 22, for he knew 
no jian, in that lence 2 Cor: F. 21. It were a moſt wicked thing to 
imagine any {uch matter of him, And thertore it remaynerh thar he 
was mad2a ftuner by imputation only ; he was made fina for us 
2 Cor: 5.21, the Lord nath laid on him the inigGuity of us all 
Iiai 53. 6. 

But now this alſo may be queſtioned by ſyne, Whertherour veſt: 2 
ſuns were imputed to Chriſt > and whether he barc any pumuth- | 
ment duc to us for our finns ? 

T here are ſundry reaſons that may clear this alſo : Anſw : 

I Ir maybe cleared by ail thole Scriptures where it is ſaid 
that Chrijt [uy-cred, ind dyed for our ſinns, Rom: 4.25. & 5.68, 
1 Cor: 15. 3. 1VPct: 3.18, ai 53. 5,8. Heb:2.9. Chritt did 
not dy wut 4 cauſe Gal. 2. lalt: tor our tinns were the caule, 
Andit our tinns were the caule ot his death, and that he dyed for 
them, then they were imputed to him, lo that when be tuftered and 
dy cd, be bare the puniſhwreat of our {anns, 
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2 | Chriſt & ſaid to bear our fonns, x Pct. 2. 24. Iſai F3.11,12. 
Now to >:ar thein'dorh imply that he bare the puniſhmer of them, 
and that they were imparted to bim for that end. For wheras ſome 
do think, that to bear gur finns doth fignifie no more but that hee 
bare them away from us, without bearing himſelf any puniſhment 
deſerved by them, it is manifeſt char the phraſe of bearm? finn, or 
bearing myuity, can haye no ſuch meaning, bur thar it ſignifies to 
bear the puniſhment deſerved by finn: as where it is ſaid of ſuch 
& (uch offenders, that they ſhall bear their iniquity, Lev: 20, 17. 
& 5. I. that every one ſhull bear his own burden Gal.6. 5. & 5.10. 
and that the ſown ſhall not bear the iniq uity of the father, nor the fa- 
ther the iniquity of rhe ſown, Ezek: 18. 20, canany man imagin that 
here to bear miquity ſhould (ignifie to bear it away from himſelf 
or from another> If any could fo do, there were no evill in ſuch 
a bearing, but that were a lawfull, yeza commendable and bleſſed 
bearing of another mans fin ; But th2cexr ſpeaks of bearing iniqui- 
ty in an other ſence, wherin no man ſhall bear the iniquity of an- 
other, but eyery man bear his own burden, his own tin ; that is 
the puniſhment of his ſin. Therfore inzsmuch as the Lord Jeſus 
bare our ſinns, he bare the puniſhment due by them, rtey being 
imputed to him for that end. 

3 Chriſt was made a Curſe for us, Gal. 3. 13, andrthis implies 
that he bare the puniſhnent of fin for us; for to be made a curſe 
or to be curſed is alwayes uſed in that fence, Math: 25. 41. 2 Per: 
2. I4. Gal. 3.10, 

4 Chriſt wasa ranſom or a price of redemption fr 6; Math: 
20,23, rTim:2.6. 1 Cor: 6.29. an\ this doth imply that the 
puniſhment of vur fans was laid upon him. 

5 Chriſt was a ſacrifice for #5, or for our ſinns, Heb: 9.26, 
28, & 16, 12, & John 1,29, Math:26.28. And inaltauch as 
all the inns of the people were pur & laid upon the facritice Ley: 
I6, 15,16,17. & vers 21,22, & Lev: 10. 17. therforethis implies 
and teacheth thar all vur tins were impured to Chrilt, 6 the punth- 
ment of them laid upon him. ; : 

6 Whatcanbe more plain then what is written in I{ai $3.6. 
2 Cor:5.21. he w.s made jun for us, Cod huh laid on him the 
iniquity of us all ; 

But how can this ſtand with juſtice, that our fins ſhould 
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ty, Imputation. De; 

bee imputed to Chriſt, and he be puniſhed4cr them? czn'it ſtan 
with juſtice that one ſhould be puniſhed tor anothers. fin and the © 
innocent for the guilry ? | - + £1/5';2, ©." o_—_ 

Yes, there is no injuſtice at all in it, that the ſurety be reſpons Anſw:- 
Gble for the debt, as Philem: 18. Paul becoming {urcty for ", _ 
Oneſimus, faith to Philemon, pat that on my account, It it bec- oh oe 
imputed to mee, let me anſwer .& pay it. Now Chriſt was-owr: : 
ſurety, Heb: 7.22. Moreparticularly thus; it is no wages anjuſt 
that one be puniſhed for the tin of another, when the things. here 
following do all concur: - x Whenall that are concerned 
in it are willing and do conſent, * 2 When there is a ucer 
relation and union bctween the offender and the fuffercr.' _- 

3 Whenthe ſuffercr hath free dominion over that from which 
be parteth in his ſufferings for another, 4 When he bath 
power to break through and oyercome all his ſufferings, and'to re 
afſume his former condition again. 5 When this way is not OY 
rothe diſhonour of any, bur tor the greater honour & glory of all.. , =4 
And 1o it is in all the particulars when the Lord Jeſus did ſuffer ” So 
for US, Lucft . | -*x\Z 

Bur if God do not graunt forgiveneſs, attonement, righteouſ- X":5d 
neſs, without the nnry ns of our finhs laid on Chriſt, andſuf- | 
fered by him, where then is there any Grace or Mercy in our falya- 
tion ? _ it ſcems God doth nor fſaye us withour fatisfaQtion to- 
bimſelf? | 
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Yet there is much grace & mercy in our falyation notwith- 
ſtanding what is here laid: tor, * x {tis mercy tous, though : k. 
it be merited by Chriſt, 2 Ir was ercat grace and mercy: "3 0 
to accept of ſatisfaction from another ; for the rigour of the Law ._ = 
would not allow of this, but exaQs {atisfation from the ſinner = 
himlelf in his own perſon. Andtherfore there was in it great grace S 
ro us, that God by his ſoyeraign power would in this point dilpece > 
with the rigour of the Lavy. 3 It was yet a point of {aither 
grace, and mercy, that he himſclf would find out this reme(ly, this 
way of ſalvation by another. For we our ſclyes coull never haye 
found out ſuch anuther, nor could any other creature haye foun it 
out for us. Sothat though juſtice be {atisfcd, and. puniſhment 
be ſuffered, yer cur ſalyarion is of free grace and mercy notwith- -.. ; 
ſtanding, Juſtice and Mercy moſt {weetly concurring in our falya- 
tion by Chriſt Jeſus, F It 
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. nſtification FY 
If chen the cighteouſneſs of Chriſt be imputed to us, What 


was that righteouſneſs of Chriſt that is imputed? | | 
' _ Sucha righteouineſs as man now oweth to yeild & perform 


anto God: and that is rwo-fould : r Paſſive, in a way 
of ſufferin-; penalty or puaiſh near tor his tranſgreſſion : this every 
finnec doth' owe to Gol by the ſentence of ais jult Law, which 
requireth that the ſinner be 4:c#7ſed and ſuffer death for his ſum, 


Gal. 3. 19. Ron: 6.23. 2 Aſinierowzth obedience de | 


#90; and is (till bound toobey the Law, though he mult 8 when 
he hath ſatisfied for former breaches. Ir ſtands not with reaton 
that payinz the penalty threatnel for tranſgretfion, hee ſhould 
therby becom lawleſs, or free from theaceforth from the debr & 
duty of vbedience which the Law requireth. And this being the 
righteouſneſs that a ſinner owerh, thus therfore is the righteoutneſs 
which Chriſt pecform24 for us, and whici is impated to us for our 


juſtification, even bath his ative 8 patlive obedience;  Therfore | 


It is {aid tbar he fulille4 al righteouſneſs, Math: 3. 15, even all 


' thatthe Liw requiireth of fallea man, whether it bee ſuffering or 


doing: both waich ſec n to ve co-nprehen.el in that one laying 
Pail: 2.8. that Cyrijt hsmvled hinjeir and became vp:dient even 10 
death, th: deutb of the croſs; which place implyes that there is an 
obedience which falls ſhort of dzath, and an obedience in luffering 
death, and that Chr.(t tor our lakes 8 in our (ted performed both. 


' In which reſpect alſo it is that he is (aid to vee rhe enl of the Law 


for righteouſneſs; Ron: 10.4. Now the en of the Law is per- 
&& righteouſneſs, in doing what is commaaded, and in ſuffering 
puniih nent in cale of (ia & traulpreiſio1; an4 to Chriſt being the 
end of the Law, bach thertore nos. both theſe things for us , 
which the Law ceq ureth of finacs, v4q: to do what it co.nanded, 
and to ſuffer what is due for finn. 
If chis righrevaſaels be impured to us, doth it not then fol- 
low that we are as rizitcous as Chr.{t? an that eyery believer is a 
redeemer an laviouc of others? for Chritt was lo. 
| This will not follawar all ; and the reaſons are: ” 1 Be- 
caſe the fin of Adan is imptcd to all the foan> of Alam, and yer 
every lon of AJ1mis not a Cale & fountain of tin to all others, as 


Adam was: an4lſo we may (ay inthe caſe in han4. 2 The 
yertue tart is in the bead is co.naJaicaced co all tne members, and 
yet 
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ak Soar ns, 


EOS a ee TEIN ta ets 3/4 


| 


by Impmtation, 


yet it doth not follow that every member is hereby made an'head; 
ro com:nunicate vertve to all the other members, as the head doth = 
fo here. 3 ThoughChriſts righteouſneſs be ſufficient for all 


the ele& niverſally, and for eyery one un particular, yer when it 
is applyed 1t is not applyed to eyery particular perſon of them, as it 
is a price for all, bur asir is a price {ufficient for himſelf. 

| Ir behwoyeth then all the children of God to take heed of fuch 
ſpirits as deny the doQtrine of Imputation. Popith writers bave 
{ometimes made a jeſt 8 a mock of this dodrine; calling imputed: 
righteouſneſs a p#tarsve righteouſneſs, a new no juſtice ; and ſome 
others thatin profeſſion otherwiſe are farc from papery, yet cannot - 


yield that there is any imputing of out ſians to Chriſt, or of Chriſts - 


righteouſneſs rous, Againſt all which conceits, let that be mind- 
et and confidered which hath here been ſaid for the clearing of theſe 
thinzs. Andto ſober minds it ſhould weigh much, that theterm 
of umpnting righteouſneſs is frequently found in Scripture, and the 
very word :»p«ting noleſs. then nine or ten times in that one chap: 
of Rom: 4. though it beengliſhe4 ſometimes reckoned, fomerimes 
accouned, and ſomtimes imputed, 

By this we may ſeethe great grace of God ; in that we having 
no righteouſneſs of our own. (and that yet without righteouſneſs we 
could not be juſtified,) he is graciouſly pleaſed to impute unto us 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that by ir we might be juſtified, and that 
faith ſhould be imputed for riz.hreouſneſs Had we hadany works 
of our own that might have ſufficed in this matter, then indeed the 
reward mi-hrt have _ recknednot of grace but of debt ; but now 
when righteouſneſs is accounted by faith, and is imputed to beliey- 
ers without works, this doth exceedingly fer forth the riches and 
freenels of Gods grace; Rom: 4. 4,15. and therfore it #6 of favihy 
that u might be by grace Rom: 4. 16, 

And in as much as ouc finns were imputed to Chriſt, and the 
puniſhment of the. impoſed upon him, therfore the godly have 
in this reipe& great cauſe to be deeply affe&ed with ſian, and to 
grieve for it. Forit was not Jud, nor all the walicious Jewes, 
no nor Herod, nor Pilate, -nor all the reſt of the wicked world that 
coul.1 nave brought Chr.lt ro his painfull paſſion and death, no nor 
have lo much az touched the leaſt hayr of his head, had not the (ins 
ot Gu people beea impured to him and laid upon hiua 3 bur 4ce 
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Uſe 4 


| Abram we ce believed inthe Lord, 


Uſ 5 


Juſtification is 
was.bruiſed for 0:47 miquities : for the tranſarejjuon of Gads prope w.ts 
hee ſmitten, Iſai 53.5,%. S5 thr our fi1:15 were the cauſe of his 
ſuffecings; waico cvali.{ocariv.2 [Nall be 2m2ans & motive for 
the awaxinz of 0c acaccs with godly torcow > a> It is weitren Zach: 
I2. IO. they jhral look, on him w.31m they 17 wwe peirceds aad they ſoul 
mourn ther fore wuh biuter mourning, as 4 man for h.s only ſon, and 
for the - of bs firſt born, They that do deny that whea rhe 
Lord Jeſus ſuffered, be bare the puniihnent of our 11nns, do not 
a litcle hinJer the exerciſe of repentance and godly {orrow tor (inn, 
in all thoſe in whom this opinion takes place, rhece being no one 
conliJecation mare effectaal & ayailable for ſtirring up the exerciſc 
of this grace, then this that we are ſpeaking of, that our {inns were 
the of Chriſts ſuffcrings, the thought wherof thould excced- 

ingly break & melt our hearts. » 

And if rightcoutneſs be imputed to belieyers, tor their juſtifi- 
Cation, oh then how may this comfort 8 ſtay the hearts of all poor 
penitent believers, and mourning ſouls, who can fee much tinn in 
themſelyes for which they might juſtly be condemned, bur can ſee 
oothing in themſelyes for which they might be juſtified; and here- 
upon are yile in their owa eyes, abhoring themlelyes, looking and 
lamenting after Chciſt. Be not diſmayed, all you that are ay 
bur be ic ſpoken to the (tay & comfort of your hearrs, that though 
you can not be juſtified by any inherent righteouſneſs of your own, 
yer yoa may be juſtitied by the imputed righteoutnels of another, 

'$ and it was imputed unto him 
for righteyuſneſs; do you then believe in the Lord Jetus Chrilt, 
and righteouſneſs {hull be imputed unto you allv, and therby you 
{hall be juſtified, rhough you have no inherear righteoulnels of 
your ow, that can any thing availc for this purpoſe. | 

Laſtly if righteouſneſs be imputed to b-lievers for their _ 
fication, ler us thea all lezrn highly to prize an4 earneſtly to deſire 


- thisim d righteouſneſs. Shall we nw conteat our telves with 


any inherent righteouſneſs of our owa, whether inward vercucs , 
or outward -. cmenny an] think ro be jultitied in the fight of 
Go4? no,no, all r:zhteouſneſ; of ours 1 541 a4 filthy razgs Iai 64.» 
6. thore is 10 11.20 living that can be j«lt:;jie4 b:fore God by that means, 
or in /4:h 4 way, Plal. 143.2, Iris the Lord Jeſus wio is our 


rig Ntexeſncſs, Tec: 23. 6. and he it is Wa) us mie wo us Wiſdom, 
Rights 


Vi 


; by Imputations 

Rigteouſneſi, and Redemption 1 Cor: 1. 30s and in compatiſon of 
this Lord Jclus Chriſt and bis righteonſneſs which 1 by _ even * 
the rigaiconſneſs which is of God by fauh, all other rig , 
all other things in the matter of juſtification are but loſi, and to be 
eſtecmed 5 d:g, as they were unto the Apoſtle Paul ; Phil, 3. 7 . 
$,9. An they that negle& this righteouſneſs without them, that | | 
it might bc imputed to the, _ contcar themſelyes with their . | 

own righteonlnels , inherent in them, or wrought by them, ſhall 
one day tindrhat rhey have been miſerably deceived and deluded , 6. 
like thoſe that kindle 4 fire xnto themſelves, and compaſs themſelves 4 


as 


about wth thetr own | any bur in the end do {y down m ſorrow, 
Ifai go. 11. Whertore let all that fear God, yea all that defire to 
walk wiſcly for their own everlaſting comfort, ſeek, firſt the Kmg- = ef 
dom of God, and his righteouſneſi, and then all other things ſhatl bee ' | \ 
a1d:d to them, Math: 6, 33. Yea let them hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſi, fortuch are bleſſed and ſhall be filed; Math: 5. 6. | = 
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[A confirmation of faith called believing p.2 
AFAg22 Bram adorned with many To belicye on Cirift, and to believe « 
FeWTg good works, and yet juſtif= mans ſelf to be juſtified defer: 'p. 17,18 
R cd only by fauh pag2,12, Tobelieve on Chrift « not only lawfull, 
Attributes of God, the but commanded pe» 9,25» Sce Faiths 

C 


Conjideration of them, a means for the | 
Change none in God, though he wills 


bugetting of faub. page 24+ 
1 


Bear iniquity, wh.at is ment thereby. 
Pa2p<39,$0,41, 

clieving un the Lord, is not only to 

believe the word to be true, but alſo. im- 


plyes Kelyauxce on God, page I's Farther 


4 change m the creature. Page 29» 3 
Chriſt the objett of faub, p, 6,29,30 *: 
How he dyed C3 roſe again for onr juſtt- + 


fication, p, 18,1 9,20, Confideration of 


his f#lneſ5 & freenzſs of grace, a meant ' 
F the begetting of f auth, Page 24» 
3 C. 


Com 
w 


:; Comfort to believers p. 33. How it © imputed for righteonſ« [*, p. 37. Of 


8 


S gontwerh 10 paſs that believers do net all- Chriſts righteouſneſ; to us p. 38,42..0 
y > oper feel the comfort of « juſtifiedeſtate onr ſins f. Chrift p.39. _ = 6+ 
"Page 34235» bow attained p. 36. fland with juſtice p. 41. imputed righte- 
=: | onſneſs to be ſought P. 44+ 
"Faith thevbjet of it «« it juitifieth, Juſtice, how 19 impute the ſins of one ts 
'  page©6,29,30» doth nor juſtific as a work, anviher can ſtand therewith p. 41. hoy 
. "07 werine mm p. 9. [5 not the very mat- Juſtice & Mercy do accord m juſtificatis 
+. teror thing |y which we ſtand juſtp. 9, & ſalvation by Chrift p. 45,41. 
| . | JO. doth jujtifie ouly in reſpett of us 0b- Juſtification the work of God. 6,7, 
| jeff, Cbri 5Þ+ Io. doth all with reference cannever be loſt.p. 7. #s by fath p. 9,10, 
-  #» Clrif ;ibid. Why Love & other gra- & by faith only 12., no attual juſt ficatis 
085 do wee juftific as well «s faith, Chrift afore faith, ten reaſons p.13 &c: objetti- 
'.* bring the objett of them alſo, p. 11, faith ons fqr juſtification afore fauh anſwered, 
. Muly dath juſtific p. 12. no attuall juſtifi= p. 16,t022. a!ſurduies of jaſtification 
% Eavron afore it P. I3,14,IF« Wee are not from eternity 14,15. purchaſed by Chriſt 
' Joltified 7 irdeclaruively only page 16. though not app!yed afore farth p. 18,29, 
.  ſhonldbe for, {ix means wherby the bleſſedncſ7 of a juſtified eſtate and the 
:  Pa27, O26. the miſery of « ſoul without contrary p. 3t 10 33. how free when it is 
' # P- 22« mean: for the tryall of it p,26, not without Chr.ſt: ſatisfaltion P. 41, 
i: etinde. Faith « ſapernature/ YAace27. L 
- the bumbled ſoul the ſwbjeft of u y.2J, Law alone cannot beget faith,F yet ts 
of the fraius of ut page 30.31. neceſſary to prepare for fathp. 3%. 
--  Forgi of finns, the dreadfulneſs TLoye of God eternal, yet juſtificatioer 
q of beg without it P» 3,31» the happineſs other fruns of it exh:bued in time20,21, 
p - of being forgiven page 32,33 M 
Ez 3 "_ Mercy in our ſalvation, theugh u bee 
' - Golpel, whe, page 2. the meancs of not with 14 the ſutrfattion of Chriſt pag 


4 em farh, 4+ Miniſtry of the word a means of faith 
Grace, juſtsf+ ard us of Gods free grace Page 2.7. See word. 
; 43. yea though we be not juſtified -. 
S Chriſts ſatis fattionp. 41,42. Promiſes of G24, the conſideration of 
4 AH them a m+ wm for tha bege'1ing of fath 2.3, 
ſoul the ſwubjett of faih,p. Puniſhment »f owr ſins laid on Chriſt, 
: See (orrow for [5 


for ſw. & how this can ſtand with juſtice 49,11, 
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” Dart 26, We mean} of that [98 fauk | both 
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The Table. 
toth aftive & paſſrvep. 42. wee are not | 
« righteous «« Chriſt, chough his righte- Word the means of faith p. 3»27« 
' ouſneſs be imputed io ws, page 2. wee why many baveit & yet never attan'es 
ſhonld not content our ſelves wuh righte- faith page. 4+ their caſe lamentablt that 
ouſnels imherent,but ſeek for imputed alſo want ut, Þ. 5» what tobe thought of In= 
P44. Comfort againſt the imperfettion fants, 1d:ots, deaf perſons that can nat 
of oxy oxrn righteoulneſs page 44+ hear the word page 4+ " 
$ 


Sorrow for ſin, where it 55 not, there ts : Erratas = | 


no faith 28, the ſuffermgs of Chriſt for tapige 1. line 20, for variew,reat very. p 2.1, 29 
or fins, a means ofgody forrow pe 43 nn cerapon 5: 16.7 fee) aar.omy | 


to know that, p. 25. |. 18, for were, r. was. p 


Ungodly how God juſtifies them I6, L. 1, for dealss r, deat. "—_— 23. for (h67%0 5, here - 
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